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Stalin flags ‘interference’ in
Sahitya Akademi by Centre,
institutes new literary award

Best works in Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam, Odia, Bengali, Marathi will receive Semmozhi

Literary Award every year, the award will carry a cash prize of 35 lakh for each language: TN. CM

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

amil Nadu Chief Mi-
Tnister M.K. Stalin
on Sunday an-

nounced the institution of
a national literary award
for works in seven Indian
languages.

Speaking at the valedic-
tory function of Chennai
International Book Fair
2026, he said, “Owing to
the interference of the Un-
ion Ministry of Culture, the
event to announce the Sah-
itya Akademi Awards 2025
was cancelled a few days
ago after the list was final-
ised. We do not know
whether the awards would
be announced. Political in-
terference in arts and liter-
ature is dangerous.”

7 Indian languages

Mr. Stalin said writers and
stakeholders in arts and lit-
erature urged the Tamil
Nadu government to act in
a constructive manner, res-
ponding to the political in-
terference by the Union go-

Promoting literature: Chief Minister M.K. Stalin launching 180
Tamil works translated into other languages at the valediction
of Chennai International Book Fair 2026. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

vernment in arts and
literature.

“In the first phase, the
best literary works in the
Indian languages of Tamil,
Telugu, Kannada, Malaya-
lam, Odia, Bengali, and
Marathi will receive the
Semmozhi Literary Award
every year. The award will
carry a cash prize of I5
lakh for each language.
Once the Dravida Model
2.0 government is formed,

we will strengthen and ex-
pand this initiative, making
it world-class. We will build
libraries across Tamil Na-
du. Let us light the flame of
knowledge and emerge
victorious, working in har-
mony with each other.”
Pointing to the signifi-
cance of translation and
copyright transfer at the
book fair, Mr. Stalin said
the translation of Heart
Lamp into English had

made Kannada writer Ba-
nu Mushtaq famous across
the world.

“The visit of such a wri-
ter who shares the Dravi-
dian ideal of social justice
has brought glory to this
book fair. I thank Banu
Mushtaq for accepting our
invitation,” he said.

‘Need for harmony’
Stressing the need for har-
mony and sharing of ideas
among languages, he said
the ideas cherished by the
writers of our land should
be shared with all the peo-
ple of the world and the
great ideas from various
parts of the world should
reach our people.
“Language is not a wall
that separates people;
rather, it bridges people
across the world. This
event has made us realise
our dream. I congratulate
our School Education Mi-
nister Anbil Mahesh Poyya-
mozhi and School Educa-
tion Secretary B. Chandra
Mohan on the success of
this book fair,” he added.

Stalin flags ‘interference’ in Sahitya Akademi by Centre, institutes new literary
award
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Best works in Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam, Odia, Bengali, Marathi will receive
Semmozhi Literary Award every year, the award will carry a cash prize of 5 lakh for each

language: T.N. CM
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Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin on Sunday announced the institution of a national
literary award for works in seven Indian languages.
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Speaking at the valedictory function of Chennai International Book Fair 2026, he said,
“Owing to the interference of the Union Ministry of Culture, the event to announce the
Sahitya Akademi Awards 2025 was cancelled a few days ago after the list was finalised.
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¢ We do not know whether the awards will be announced.
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o Political interference in arts and literature is dangerous.”
Hal 3R e H e AT TaRATH g 17
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e Mr. Stalin said writers and stakeholders in arts and literature urged the Tamil Nadu
government to act in a constructive manner, responding to the political interference by the
Union government in arts and literature.
ot TeTfer A a1 o walt IR T U IS aadh! 3R RAURD! 7 aftrerrg IRPR F Hell 3R
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e “In the first phase, the best literary works in the Indian languages of Tamil, Telugu, Kannada,
Malayalam, Odia, Bengali, and Marathi will receive the Semmozhi Literary Award every
year.
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e The award will carry a cash prize of 5 lakh for each language.
I REHR U YD UV o fo1T 25 ARG 1 b AR BTN

e Once the Dravida Model 2.0 government is formed, we will strengthen and expand this
initiative, making it world-class.
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o  We will build libraries across Tamil Nadu.
BH affEHTg R | QDI S|

e Letus light the flame of knowledge and emerge victorious, working in harmony with each
other.”
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e Pointing to the significance of translation and copyright transfer at the book fair, Mr. Stalin
said the translation of Heart Lamp into English had made Kannada writer Banu Mushtaq
famous across the world.
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Taide’s timely ton sets up Vidarbha's
maiden Hazare Trophy triumph

CRICKET

N. Sudarshan
BENGALURU

Vidarbha produced a ner-
veless performance to beat
Saurashtra by 38 runs and
win its maiden Vijay Ha-
zare Trophy at the BCCI
Centre of Excellence, near
here, on Sunday.

After Atharva Taide
(128, 118b, 15x4, 3x6)
helped set up a target of
318, Harvik Desai’s Sau-
rashtra could only reach
279 as Vidarbha came up
with an excellent bowling
effort to disprove the ac-
cepted maxim that chasing
teams invariably won.

If not for a 93-run fifth-
wicket stand between Pre-
rak Mankad (88, 92b, 10x4)
and Chirag Jani (64, 63b,

3x4, 2x6), Vidarbha’s mar-
gin of victory might have
been more
comprehensive.

Both Prerak and Jani
were let off once, the form-
er on 70 and the latter on
14. But it was captain and
left-arm spinner Harsh Du-
bey who emerged as the
man with the golden arm,
trapping the dangerous-
looking Prerak leg-before
on the backfoot.

Jani’s dismissal, with 68
runs needed in less than
six overs, brought the de-
fending Ranji Trophy
champion closer to the co-
veted white-ball trophy.

It was not long before
Chetan Sakariya was ex-
cised by speedster Yash
Thakur (four for 50) to
earn Vidarbha the triumph
that more than made up
for the disappointing loss

to Karnataka in last year’s
final.

Earlier, after being
asked to bat, the Vidarbha
openers were mostly stea-
dy. There were a few top-
edges and inside-edges,
giving rise to a few nervous
moments. However, Dubey
& Co. banished those jitters
with some clean and crisp
hitting from time to time.

Aman Mokhade did not
score big, falling for 33
(45b, 4x4) to finish his sea-
son with 814 chart-topping
runs. But Vidarbha had a
new hero in Taide, who
conjured his first century
of the tournament in the
all-important contest.

That he scored the most
against this season’s high-
est wicket-taker Ankur
Panwar (31 from 18 balls)
was a good indicator of the
quality of his innings.

The pick-up shots off
pacer Sakariya, and the
rousing pulled sixes off
Dharmendra Jadeja and
Prerak, showcased his ov-
erall mastery.

Vidarbha stood at a do-
minant 213 for one when
Taide scooped a low full-
toss from Panwar to Prerak
at mid-on. Though the out-
fit wobbled from there, los-
ing wickets at regular inter-
vals, Darshan Nalkande hit
13 of the 16 runs that came
off the final over to take his
team to 317 for eight. It was
a cushion that eventually
proved handy.

The scores: \idarbha 317/8 in 50
overs (Atharva Taide 128, Yash
Rathod 54, Ankur Panwar 4/65) bt
Saurashtra 279 in 48.5 overs
(Prerak Mankad 88, Chirag Jani
64, Yash Thakur 4/50).

Toss: Saurashtra.

PoM: Taide; PoS: Mokhade.

Taide’s timely ton sets up Vidarbha’s maiden Hazare Trophy triumph
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e Vidarbha produced a nerveless performance to beat Saurashtra by 38 runs and win its
maiden Vijay Hazare Trophy at the BCCI Centre of Excellence, near here, on Sunday.
fagH 3 foT geRIge & UgRH #d gu '
TRitAw & IR & st ugel! faera

o After Atharva Taide (128, 118b, 15x4, 3x6) helped set up a target of 318, Harvik Desai’s
Saurashtra could only reach 279 as Vidarbha came up with an excellent bowling effort to
disprove the accepted maxim that chasing teams invariably won.
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o If not for a 93-run fifth-wicket stand between Prerak Mankad (88, 92b, 10x4) and Chirag

Jani (64, 63b, 3x4, 2x6), Vidarbha’s margin of victory might have been more comprehensive.
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A display plan for the Piprawaha relic
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A display plan for the Piprawaha relics
4GS |- History |

fter being dispersed for

over a century, ancient

gems, charged by their

proximity to the
historical Buddha’s corporeal
remains, have been reunited with
some other extraordinary relics
excavated at Piprawaha, Uttar
Pradesh. This partial reunification,
made possible by an Indian
conglomerate’s acquisition of the
gems from an overseas seller and
their handing it over to the
government — is being celebrated
by an exhibition in Delhi that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
inaugurated earlier this month.
How they will be housed once the
exhibition closes is an urgent
question. If these artifacts are
carefully displayed — with lessons
absorbed from a study of the
ancient cult of relics and with an
eye to the future — then this
restitution has the potential to
shift public opinion of India’s
beleaguered museums, set new
standards for safeguarding its
composite heritage, and persuade
travellers from afar to
circumambulate the land of the
Buddha.

Understanding the place of
Buddhist relics in early India
provides insights into how small,
visually indistinguishable, and
sometimes unattractive objects,
were looked after and
appreciated. After the Buddha’s
passing, his followers periodically
divided ash, charred bones and
other bodily remains among
themselves. These remains were
placed in vessels, occasionally
with gems and other offerings,
and eventually interned in the
cores of large hemispherical
mounds called stupas. A
well-preserved stupa at Sanchi can
demonstrate how reliquaries
conveyed the power of relics,
helped people come close to
them, and transformed them.
Plausibly first constructed in
Ashoka’s reign, the stupa was
elaborated about two centuries
later. New gateways built in the
four cardinal directions led to a
path that wrapped around the
mound’s circumference. The

-

Nachiket
Chanchani

is an Associate
Professor in the
Department of
the History of Art
at the University
of Michigan,

Ann Arbor, U.S.

These historical
artifacts are
living entities
and the
museum to be
their new home
needs to think
of long-term
plans to engage
viewers,
historians

and students

gateway posts and architraves
bore relief carvings of the
Buddha’s life, worshippers at
sacred centres, and royal and
auspicious emblems. Taken
together, these reliefs prepared
viewers to apprehend and
properly approach the relics.
Figurations of spirits associated
with the site acknowledged its
long history while depictions of
individuals in exotic clothing
recognised foreign travellers who
were beginning to traverse the
trade routes that intersected near
Sanchi. Once they were on the
pathway that wrapped around the
mound, visitors were partially
separated from their mundane
surroundings by high railings.
Once outside the sacred prescient,
they found themselves in the
company of monastics eager to
cultivate friendships.

The success of such strategies
to honour and contextualise the
Buddha and communicate his
teachings can be attested from the
support that locales such as
Sanchi received from diverse
social strata and their rapid
growth into major sacred centres
replete with many other edifices
and institutions. It can also be
gleaned from the gradual
development of Buddhist enclaves
in lands far removed from the
landscapes where the historical
Buddha lived. For example, in the
rock-cut sanctuaries of peninsular
India, the Buddha’s presence was
subtly communicated by
monolithic stupas without relics in
their cores that were thoughtfully
set in spaces laden with sculptures
and sometimes frescoes.

A strategy for the future

As little survives of the stupa that
originally accommodated the
Piprawaha relics, these esteemed
artifacts are likely to be moved to a
public institution in India after the
temporary exhibition in Delhi
closes. Merely placing them in
sterile vitrines in a museum, as if
they are lifeless objects, risks
perpetuating the colonial
paradigm that privileged seeing
relics over their ability to lie

A display plan for the Piprawaha relics

concealed and yet energise and
empower communities.

Thus, the museum chosen as
their new home needs to publicly
discuss and sensibly implement
long-term plans for them. These
plans should include designing
spaces that prepare diverse
individuals to properly approach
the Piprawaha relics, give them
opportunities to spend time in
proximity to the relics as they
wish: chanting mantras, quietly
meditating, or contemplating their
aesthetics, and thereafter allowing
them to see the world anew. New
grant and fellowship programmes
should also be formulated to
encourage art historians to
collaborate with anthropologists,
scientists, film-makers, and others
to explicate how historical
artifacts are living entities that
shape and reflect their
environments. The chosen
institution must also start
designing courses to acquaint
postgraduate students and
emerging heritage professionals
with the principles and best
practices of stewardship, with a
focus on restitution and
interpretation. As a part of this
goal, the institution needs to begin
collaborating with colleges across
India to convene workshops that
empower communities living near
heritage sites by engaging them in
preventing and combating the
illicit traffic in antiquities.
Teaching communities how to
build datasets of cultural assets,
helping them understand how
trafficking networks often
intersect with organised crime,
introducing them to the
functioning of India’s judicial
systems, and inspiring them to
advocate for updating legislation
so that it is aligned to today’s
ethical concerns and international
agreements are also advisable.
Once such spaces are designed
and initiatives enacted, we can
then proudly say that the
Piprawaha relics have truly
returned to the land of the
Buddha and can be fully
empowered by their aura and
presence.

fUuRTaTeT Sravivl & forw uexia aiwr-T

o After being dispersed for over a century, ancient gems, charged by their proximity to the
historical Buddha’s corporeal remains, have been reunited with some other
extraordinary relics excavated at Piprawaha, Uttar Pradesh.
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o If these artifacts are carefully displayed, with lessons absorbed from a study of the ancient
cult of relics and with an eye to the future, then this restitution has the potential to shift
public opinion of India’s beleaguered museums, set new standards for safeguarding its
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composite heritage, and persuade travellers from afar to circumambulate the land of the
Buddha.
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After the Buddha’s passing, his followers periodically divided ash, charred bones and
other bodily remains among themselves.
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These remains were placed in vessels, occasionally with gems and other offerings, and
eventually interned in the cores of large hemispherical mounds called stupas.
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A well-preserved stupa at Sanchi can demonstrate how reliquaries conveyed the power of
relics, helped people come close to them, and transformed them.

A BT T GoualRud WU T8 <211 2 & $Y G-t 3 raRel F fF o wifg
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Plausibly first constructed in Ashoka’s reign, the stupa was elaborated about two centuries
later.

THIT: 3=NP b ARSI H Uga R Ffifd g Tqu, T gt rarsdt a1 iR fasRid fasan
Al

New gateways built in the four cardinal directions led to a path that wrapped around the
mound’s circumference.
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The gateway posts and architraves bore relief carvings of the Buddha’s life,
worshippers at sacred centres, and royal and auspicious emblems.
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Once they were on the pathway that wrapped around the mound, visitors were partially
separated from their mundane surroundings by high railings.

T 3T A & FRY 3R THA a1 Ty R Uga, aF Sl I & SR I S0 HiwrRe
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It can also be gleaned from the gradual development of Buddhist enclaves in lands far
removed from the landscapes where the historical Buddha lived.
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|

A strategy for the future
yfasr & fer T orifa

As little survives of the stupa that originally accommodated the Piprawaha relics, these
esteemed artifacts are likely to be moved to a public institution in India after the
temporary exhibition in Delhi closes.
o FRTaTET AR} H! Ho =T J 4RI F=A aTd WY BT 9gd HH HIT A9 8, 39 faweh
ﬁWWWﬁ%WQWW@W%MWW
A RFTaRd fosar ST uifad 3
New grant and fellowship programmes should also be formulated to encourage art
historians to collaborate with anthropologists, scientists, film-makers, and others to
explicate how historical artifacts are living entities that shape and reflect their
environments.

e 3R AR &} 72 AeFd ot 5912 S =nfeT arfes war sfaerier, A=,
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1. | How should India tackle child trafficking?
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2. | Can the Chinese government arrest its aging problem?
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3. | Ploughing through tribal sustenance
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How should India tackle child trafficking?

What is the Palermo Protocol? How does the Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 define trafficking? How does the Constitution of India protect children from

exploitation? How has the Supreme Court reacted? Why is a strong Centre-State relationship important for countering exploitation?

EXPLAINER

C.B. P. Srivastava

‘The story so far:
hild trafficking remains a deeply
disturbing reality in India. The
Supreme Court in its recent
decision in K. P. Kiran Kumar
versus State has given strict guidelines to
prevent such offences, and held that
trafficking grossly violates children’s
fundamental right to life as guaranteed by
the Constitution. According to the
National Crime Records Bureau, in 2022,
about 3,098 children below 18 years were
rescued. Between April 2024 and March
2025, over 53,000 children were rescued
from child labour, trafficking and
kidnapping across India. However, the
conviction rate for such offences between
2018 and 2022 was only 4.8%.

‘What is child trafficking?
Internationally, the Palermo Protocol (UN
Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish
Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women
and Children), 2000 defines child
trafficking as ‘the recruitment,
transportation, transfer, harbouring, or
receipt of a child for the purpose of
exploitation.’ Presently, Section 143 of
Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) 2023
provides that “whoever, for the purpose
of exploitation, recruits, transports,
harbours, transfers, or receives, a person
or persons by, using threats; or using
force, or any other form of coercion; or
by abduction; or by practising fraud, or
deception; or by abuse of power; or by
inducement, including the giving or
receiving of payments or benefits, in
order to achieve the consent of any
person having control over the person
recruited, transported, harboured,
transferred or received, commits the
offence of trafficking.” The word
‘exploitation’ is wide enough in its scope
and includes physical and sexual
exploitation as well. It also includes any
form of slavery, servitude, or forced

removal of organs.

What are the rights of children?

The Constitution extensively provides for
the protection of children. Articles 23 and
24 give protection from human
trafficking, begging, forced labour and
employment in hazardous industries.
Apart from these provisions, the state is
also obliged to ensure that children are
not abused, and that they are given
opportunities and facilities to develop in a
healthy manner and in conditions of
freedom and dignity. They are protected
against exploitation and moral and
material abandonment under Clauses (e)
and () of Article 39 respectively.

‘The BNS under Sections 98 and 99
specifically addresses the “selling and
buying’ of minors. On the other hand,
prevention of trafficking for sexual
exploitation is provided in the Immoral
Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956.

ISTOCKPHOTO

Furthermore, care, protection and
rehabilitation for victims of child
trafficking is provided under the Juvenile
Justice (Care and Protection of Children)
Act, 2015. The Criminal Law Amendment
Act, 2013 also intends to check such
activities by providing a more
comprehensive definition of trafficking by
including sexual exploitation, slavery,
servitude, forced labour, and organ
removal. It will cover trafficking
irrespective of consent.

The Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012 assumes
greater significance in this regard. Apart
from defining offences covering sexual
assault, harassment and child
pornography, the Act includes stringent
punishments which inter alia include life
imprisonment and even death penalty in
extreme cases. One of the most important
aspects of the Act is that it is
gender-neutral. In order to provide rapid

How should India tackle child trafficking?

YR Bl 910 a3 9 $A fFrer afige?

Child trafficking remains a deeply disturbing reality in India

YRA § 916 bl T et fien o7 fwa s+t g 81

trials, about 400 fast track courts set up
exclusively for implementing the POCSO
Act are in operation across India. These
courts have set a target to dispose of
around 165 cases per year per court.

‘What has been the judicial approach?
In Vishal Jeet versus Union of India, 1990 it
was held that trafficking and child
prostitution are serious socio-economic
problems and hence a preventive and
humanistic approach is essential to deal
with them. In M. C. Mehta versus State of
Tamil Nadu, 1996, the Court issued
guidelines with a view to prohibiting
employment of children in hazardous
industries. Moreover, in the Bachpan
Bachao Andolan versus Union of India,
2011 case, the top court issued directions
to address widespread exploitation and
trafficking of children.

‘What next?

The guidelines point out that the
socio-economic vulnerabilities of the
victims must be considered, especially
those from marginalised communities.
Society is still unable to protect children
and adolescents from being criminals or
being victims of crimes. Factors such as
poverty, unemployment, migration,
disasters and breakdown of the family
system push children into vulnerability
which strengthens the trafficking chain.

In recent years, the spread of social media

and online platforms has contributed to
such offences, especially in terms of
recruitment in the name of jobs or
opportunities for “modelling”. The
government must first ensure that the
social, economic and political rights of
children are well protected with the help
of institutions built for the purpose.
Second, it must come down heavily on
traffickers and ensure that the conviction
rate improves considerably so thata
deterrence may be created. Moreover, a
strong Union-State relationship is also
required because law and order and
police are State subjects.

C. B. P. Srivastava is President, Centre
for Applied Research in Governance, Delhi.

THE GIST

v

The Supreme Courtin its
recent decision in K. P. Kiran
Kumar versus State has given
strict guidelines to prevent
such offences, and held that
trafficking grossly violates
children’s fundamental right to
life as guaranteed by the
Constitution.

v

The guidelines point out that
the socio-economic
vulnerabilities of the victims
must be considered, especially
those from marginalised
communities.

v

The Constitution extensively
provides for the protection of
children. Articles 23 and 24 give
protection from human
trafficking, begging, forced
labour and employment in
hazardous industries.

e The Supreme Court, in its recent decision in K. P. Kiran Kumar versus State, has given
strict guidelines to prevent such offences, and held that trafficking grossly violates
children’s fundamental right to life as guaranteed by the Constitution.
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o P faxnfrdsr o b § ik 711 @ b avesd) AU gR1 Ued w1 & e ¥ Wit
fYPR FT YR ITIT 3 |

According to the National Crime Records Bureau, in 2022, about 3,098 children below 18
years were rescued.

I STy RepTs SGRT & MUK, 2022 H 18 96 A HH STY & THT 3,098 Tl ! S
|

Between April 2024 and March 2025, over 53,000 children were rescued from child labour,

trafficking and kidnapping across India.

e 2024 A A 2025 & s, R HRA H 53,000 F RIS Tt B aTet YW, T 3R
SUERUT I ST T

However, the conviction rate for such offences between 2018 and 2022 was only 4.8%.

BTdlie, 2018 | 2022 & &1F VI R1el # Sruffg aX Had 4.8% el

What is child trafficking?
T B AT 872

Internationally, the Palermo Protocol, 2000 defines child trafficking as the recruitment,

transportation, transfer, harbouring, or receipt of a child for the purpose of

exploitation.

&mgﬂnwm UTCIHT Yietdid, 2000 ST T3] ] NI & I3 | frelt o= o Wi,
UREEH, RIHTEROI, 197 T1 WG & 0 8§ uRUINE S 2

Presently, Section 143 of Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023 provides that trafficking

includes recruitment, transport, harbouring, transfer or receipt of persons for exploitation by

threats, force, coercion, abduction, fraud, deception, abuse of power, or inducement.

AU 8, YR <R TfgdT (BNS), 2023 B URT 143 & SR ] § YL, e, ga1d,
SUEIU, SATUST, T, R BT GSUANT a1 YA U GRT 0T g Afad D1 Hell, IRaeH,
3Ty, RIFIARUT T YT Ly 21

The word ‘exploitation’ is wide enough and includes physical and sexual exploitation,
slavery, servitude, or forced removal of organs.

TP 2o T SRRT AT 3 R ST IR T G 07, GRTaT, SY3Ta, T 3T By
gagd® e of =nfira 8

tht are the rights qf children?
T F ARIPR T 82

The Constitution extensively provides for the protection of children.

YT T & HREIT & oY SATUS UG Bl 5|

Articles 23 and 24 provide protection from human trafficking, begging, forced labour, and
employment in hazardous industries.

3¢ 23 3R 24 AT a4, fUemgfy, Fama o1 SR WaRATS ST A AR J TReor
TeH B

The State is also obliged to ensure that children are not abused, and are given opportunities
to develop in conditions of freedom and dignity.

o0 &1 SR © foh ol & 1 goudaiT A 81 $iR I8 Taaarar iR Tivar &t uRfufaat &
fdpTa & SraeR |

Children are protected against exploitation and moral and material abandonment under
Article 39 (e) and (f).

T DY 3IIG 39 (e) MR (f) F 3faid =Nwor T Afde 9 Hifas ufvemT 3 Wem ura 2|
The BNS, under Sections 98 and 99, specifically addresses the selling and buying of
minors.

BNS @1 YIRT 98 3iI¥ 99 faRy FU § Araifent ot wile iR fyst I Taifda g

Prevention of trafficking for sexual exploitation is provided under the Immoral Traffic
(Prevention) Act, 1956.

T X907 8 B B ABUT 3fae axapt (Framon) sif¥ifeam, 1956 & siatfa &t St B
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Care, protection and rehabilitation of victims of child trafficking are provided under the
Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Chlldren) Act, 2015.

T B & TSl Bt STHTE, TRET WWWW%@?WW?%%@W
3R wRen) Sftrfraw, 2015 571

The Criminal Law Amendment Act, 2013 provides a more comprehensive definition of
trafficking, including sexual exploitation, slavery, servitude, forced labour and organ
removal, and covers trafficking irrespective of consent.

arrwfﬁa?a?ﬁsr(wﬁﬂq) ST, 2013 T} B ATIS TRYTT a1 &, Foraw g1 2o,
TR, SY3ATUH, T 39 3R 3iTH Y FrpTerT T 2, quT I HeArd B waTe Ry R
TEHY DI SORTY AT B 1

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012
TS T W07 | F=01 BT W7 R (POCS0), 2012

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012 assumes greater
significance in this regard.

9 Y H a1 9 2hwor  a=af &1 GReur ifUfSa (POCS0), 2012 1 31w Agd B |
Apart from defining offences covering sexual assault, harassment and child pornography,
the Act includes stringent punishments which inter alia include life imprisonment and even
death penalty in extreme cases.

T gaar, Iafts SR aTa Sreftarar 4 Jefid srortell & aRyIid =l & 3ielmar, T8
RIFTH FBR ST &1 UaUH T 8, oFE iR " 7 sirefies sREN iR U8t a%
qogds ff e g

One of the most important aspects of the Act is that it is gender-neutral.

39 AffaH &1 9o Heayul Ugqsit # 4 U U8 § % I8 affte U § dei 2|

In order to provide rapid trials, about 400 fast track courts set up exclusively for
implementing the POCSO Act are in operation across India.

WA a8 UaH HH & 3e=4 ¥, POCSO SfUfaw & foharaa= o forg foviy &0 9 wifid
TTHT 400 BRE 3P 3MgTad T URd H HRRd g

In M. C. Mehta versus State of Tamil Nadu, 1996, the Court issued guidelines with a view
to prohibiting employment of children in hazardous industries.

M. C. Mehta S-ITH Af¥@HITg IS, 1996 T <ATATAT - WaRAT® I A Tl &b ISR $I
yfasfda 31 & 352y § feznfady s feu|

Moreover, in the Bachpan Bachao Andolan versus Union of India, 2011 case, the top
court issued directions to address widespread exploitation and trafficking of children.
3% 3T, Bachpan Bachao Andolan §9TH Union of India, 2011 Ao & =i =ararer =

T & TIPS MY R B3} A Fueq & forw fAdw 9™ fFu)

What next?
3T F1?

Factors such as poverty, unemployment, migration, disasters and breakdown of the
family system push children |nto vulnerability which strengthens the trafflcklng chain.

, YAt 3TIETY 3R YNGR SqawIl &1 geHl oY HRE qadi B
P 3R wpad €, R et Y s Hore Bt 21
In recent years, the spread of social media and online platforms has contributed to such
offences, especially in terms of recruitment in the name of jobs or opportunities for
“modelling”.
BT & aut B rerer Wi 3R sifarg WewTH & TAR 3 U SraRTel &) gerar faar g,
faRiye At a1 “AisfeiT & SawR! & 919 W | & deyf 71
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Can the Chinese government
arrest its ageing problem?

Why did Chinese President Xi Jinping abolish the one-child policy in 2016? Why has Beijing increased its age

of retirement? What are some of the policies China is implementing to increase child birth?

Gunjan Sin;

The story so far:

he Chinese population has
been consistently declining
since 2022. As per the UN, by

2050 the Chinese population
will be around 1.3 billion from a peak of
1.4 billion. This also means that the ratio
of young to old will change and that
around 40% of the population will be
over 60. The oft repeated idea of China
getting older before it gets richer seems
unavoidable. In the hopes of avoiding this
very challenge, Chinese President Xi
Jinping had abolished the one-child policy
in 2016 and replaced it with a two-child
policy. In 2021, he extended it toa
three-child policy. However, the decline
has continued.

What policies did they impl
There has been a long list of policies

which the Chinese government has
implemented to mitigate the ageing
challenge. The most recent one was
implemented on January 1, 2026. The
government added 13% VAT on
contraceptives and condoms. In 2025, the
government announced a subsidy of
3,600 yuan (equivalent to $500 dollars)
for new parents for the first three years.
There has also been a waiver of fees for
students in the last year of kindergarten
while also reducing the fees of
kindergartens in the private sector.
Moreover, the salaries of kindergarten
teachers have been included in fiscal
guarantees to ensure that they are timely.
Beijing also raised the retirement age
last year. For men, this stands now at 63
(up from 60) and for women it is 58 (up
from 55 in white collar jobs) and 55 (up
from 50 in blue collar jobs). This was
adopted not only to manage the declining
workforce but also to postpone the added

strain on the government with regards to
pension funds. The Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences (CASS) has predicted that
at the current rate the state pension fund
will run out of money by 2035, due to
lesser number of people joining the
workforce. China has also increased the
age cut-off for certain civil service exams
from 35 to 38 (people with masters and
doctoral degrees can apply till the age of
43). There is also a government backed
campaign to encourage young people to
marry and have children and to build a
“birth-friendly society”. However, the
Chinese government continues to insert
itself in the lives of its citizens as there
have been instances of officials calling
young married women asking their
menstruation dates and their plans of
having children. There is also an effort to
reduce the ‘bride price’ (transfer of
money from groom’s family to the bride’s)
too. Moreover, the government has plans

to introduce love courses for single
students in universities.

What are the challenges?

For Mr. Xi, increasing birthrates is linked
to the ‘rejuvenation of the Chinese
nation’. At the 20th Party Congress, Mr.
Xi asserted, “We will improve the
population development strategy,
establish a policy system to boost birth
rates, and bring down the costs of
pregnancy and childbirth, childrearing
and schooling”. Further, in a 2021 speech,
Mr. Xi argued that Chinese women should
be “good wives, good mothers”, and “link
their future and destiny with the future
and destiny of the motherland”. As per Xi
Jinping, the onus to manage the Chinese
population, rising or falling, is on the
shoulders of women.

While on the surface it seems that the
Chinese government has been
undertaking a myriad of steps to boost
child birth, they all seem to be failing. The
one-child policy, rising costs of living and
healthcare, the high cost of bearing and
raising children, high unemployment, all
play a crucial role when it comes to family
planning. The Chinese government is also
struggling to manage the existing gender
gap. During the one-child policy, there
was a push for bearing male children.
There are now 30 million more men then
women in China.

Gunjan Singh is Associate Professor at
OP findal Global University.

Can the Chinese government arrest its ageing problem?

FT A TRPR U FSTaRIT BT T B AP Abelt 872

The Chinese population has been consistently declining since 2022
At SEET 2022 | TIER °e 6 2

THE GIST

v

As per the UN, by 2050 the
Chinese population will be
around 1.3 billion from a peak
of 1.4 billion.

-

Beijing also raised the
retirement age last year. For
men, this stands now at 63 (up
from 60) and for women it is 58
(up from 55 in white collar
jobs) and 55 (up from 50 in
blue collar jobs).

-

For Mr. Xi, increasing birthrates
is linked to the ‘rejuvenation of
the Chinese nation’.

e As per the UN, by 2050 the Chinese population will be around 1.3 billion from a peak of 1.4

billion.

ﬁq\_;li?g%g(um%sqw, 2050 db T DI STEBAT 1.4 3RF & RRR T e THT 1.3 3RT
L |

¢ This also means that the ratio of young to old will change and that around 40% of the
population will be over 60.

D1 I8 Hi 31 § b qar SR Je BT U7 Tk 3R T 40% SRS 60 T4 & 3ifiI®
3G B ghTT
¢ In the hopes of avoiding this very challenge, Chinese President Xi Jinping had abolished the
one-child policy in 2016 and replaced it with a two-child policy.

T G A T B e &, R yuta 2 R A 2016 B Ue-aer A & g B Q-

g=I1 Hifd

SIuEEl

e |n 2021, he extended it to a three-child policy.
2021 H 39 3T SRR diF-a=a1 Hifa o= foar man
e The govemment added 13% VAT on contraceptives and condoms.

AR A THARIY® 3R FSIH IR 13% ae T

e In 2025, the government announced a subsidy of 3,600 yuan (equivalent to $500 dollars)
for new parents for the first three years.

2025 ¥ WHR 7 -1 ATdT-fUdr & U uga i auf a& 3,600 3T (TTHT 500 STAR) DI
TfqSt & g Hi|

e There has also been a waiver of fees for students in the last year of kindergarten while
also reducing the fees of kindergartens in the private sector.

& U1y g fhewmmda & sifam adf & 3 & fort 3o aredt ) 78 iR P e &
fHeTe & B HH BT 5|

e Moreover, the salaries of kindergarten teachers have been included in fiscal guarantees

to ensure

that they are timely.
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& S, fhswmea Rigrdt & da o Iy MR & i fasan ma § difs I
YA A9 W 8 TP |
e Beijing also raised the retirement age last year.
1 fUsd o Jarfghy omg o Jes |
e For men, this stands now at 63 (up from 60) and for women it is 58 (up from 55 in white
coIIarjobs) and 55 (up from 50 in blue collar jobs).

ol & fore 7 31a 63 T (60 | F@THR) 3R Higansit & fog 58 atf (Faurer Hrewfeal # 55 @
FTPHR) U1 55 TY (U Bl A 50 | TGTHR) HR <l T8 8

e This was adopted not only to manage the declining workforce but also to postpone the
added strain on the government with regards to pension funds.

g HeH 7 Hdd Ued BRI &) U & T afcs UM he R WHR R TS diat sifafkad
919 &I e & fore ot Iamar man

e There is also a government backed campaign to encourage young people to marry and
have children and to build a “birth-friendly society”.
gar3fl  fyare ik Yarafy & fw dfed a4 auT “SH-3ed JHS” §9H 8
WHR Faffa sifirar oft Temn @7l

o However, the Chinese government continues to insert itself in the lives of its citizens as
there have been instances of officials calling young married women asking their
menstruation dates and their plans of having children.

BT, i1 ARPR (U TNIRD] P Sla H QT Bl gl 8, Hifch TH HH THA 31T &
SeT siftratiyat A gar faarfea afgarsit &1 3% wifte of 3t fafmar sk War & g
Uz & o wiH foba)

e There is also an effort to reduce the ‘bride price’ (transfer of money from groom’s family to
the bride’s) too.
3D 1Y B ‘Gee eI (Geo P URAR ¥ Geg ! Y Pl gXAIaRUl) bl HH B S Ja it
foar ST IEI B

e Moreover, the government has plans to introduce love courses for single students in
universities.

%ﬂ%m,wﬁmmﬁﬁamm&mmﬁwmﬁﬁmww
|

What are the challenges?
T 82

e For Mr. Xi, increasing birthrates is linked to the ‘rejuvenation of the Chinese nation’.
X RAft & o =1 &R FTn, <t AP F TR I IST g 6|
o Atthe 20th Party Congress, Mr. Xi asserted, “We will improve the population development

strategy, establish a policy system to boost birth rates, and bring down the costs of
pregnancy and childbirth, childrearing and schooling”.
204t urdf wid & = fSAftT 3 Fe1, “g9 Tue fasr IvHfa & QUR &9, 99 &) 9eM
%@qﬁﬁmmﬁa@aﬁsﬁ?nm, TG, UIAH-UI9oT 3R 1&g $1 anra &1 HH
"

e The one-child policy, rising costs of living and healthcare, the high cost of bearing and
raising children, high unemployment, all play a crucial role when it comes to family
planning.

To-gdT Hifd, SaraT SfR T |aT &t Sgdl anTd, Sl ® O oA 3R e B
At anTa, T 3= RIS, 3 9t uar e o weayguf yftrer i €
e The Chinese government is also struggling to manage the existing gender gap.
i WBR Hicer AM® Rigad & Gutem & off Taef o2 3 31
e During the one-child policy, there was a push for bearing male children.
TH-g= Hifd & SRFE T Ja= & wrafiear <3 &1 ugh ot

e There are now 30 million more men than women in China.

g 991 & ufgarsit & g A 3 FRis ifts wu el
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1. 8 Opposition leaders booked as row over Manikarnika Ghat intensifies

wftrefer are faare dw 817 W 8 faueft Aqrait w wrwen oof

2. Telangana’s stunning rise and its unhinged growth.

AT BT ATGR 3¢ 3R ITD| e gis |

8 Opposition leaders booked as row over Manikarnika Ghat intensifies
IGs Il Polity ]

Ma; Kumar
LUCKNOW

A war of words erupted on
Sunday between the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and Opposition par-
ties after multiple first in-
formation reports (FIRs)
were lodged in Varanasi
against those allegedly
spreading Al-generated im-
ages and misleading infor-
mation on social media re-
garding  redevelopment
work at the Manikarnika
Ghat. While Opposition
parties expressed outrage
over the registered cases,
calling them dictatorial,
the BJP hit back, alleging a
calculated attempt to cir-
culate false claims amid
the government’s rejuve-
nation push.

The eight booked indivi-
duals include Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) Rajya Sabha
MP Sanjay Singh, Lok Sab-
ha MP Rajesh Ranjan, alias

Pappu Yadav, and Con-
gress leader Jaswinder
Kaur. The FIRs have been
lodged under Section 196
(promoting enmity,
hatred, or disharmony bet-
ween different groups
through speech, writing,
signs, or electronic means)
and Section 298 of the Bha-
ratiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS),
2023.

Reacting to the FIR
against him, Mr. Singh al-
leged that the redevelop-
ment work had caused des-
truction at Manikarnika
Ghat. Temples were dam-
aged and a statue of Ahilya-
bai Holkar was defaced,
drawing protests from sad-
hus and others, he alleged.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister Yogi Adityanath on
Saturday accused the Con-
gress of spreading “false
propaganda” to defame
Kashi. He was responding
to allegations regarding the
demolition of statues and

Varanasi. ANI VIDEO GRAB

temples at the ghat and vi-
ral videos related to it.
“Separate cases have
been registered in Varanasi
on the petition of Munici-
pal Corporation officials
against those allegedly
spreading Al-generated im-
ages and misleading infor-
mation on social media re-
garding the redevelopment

0Old structures being demolished at the Manikarnika Ghat in

work at the Manikarnika
Ghat. Based on the com-
plaints received, the police
have filed cases against va-
rious X handles and indivi-
duals. We are keeping a
track on social media and
using digital footprints to
crack down on those
spreading rumours,” Atul
Anjan Tripathi, Assistant

Commissioner of Police,
Dashaswamedh, Varanasi,
said. The booked indivi-
duals include leaders of
political parties, including
the Congress and AAP.

‘Dictatorial attitude’

Uttar Pradesh Congress
president Ajay Rai said that
if the videos were Al-gener-
ated, concrete evidence
should be made public,
and described the cases as
reflective of a dictatorial at-
titude. “I ask the Chief Mi-
nister directly: If the video
of the statue is Al-generat-
ed, concrete evidence of
this should be made pu-
blic. It should also be clari-
fied where the statue went
and where it is currently
located. The government is
trying to conceal the truth
by claiming it was an Al vi-
deo. This contradiction
raises questions about the
government’s own inten-
tions. Yesterday, the Chief

Minister visited Varanasi
and was scheduled to visit
Manikarnika Ghat, but it
was suddenly cancelled.
The question is, why was
this visit cancelled? Was it
to prevent the truth from
coming out? Congress
makes it clear that any
tampering with the faith,
culture and heritage of
Kashi will not be tolerated.
The voice of truth cannot
be suppressed,” Mr. Rai
said.

id.
The BJP alleged that the
Opposition’s  attempt to
spread falsehoods and pro-
voke outrage reflected pol-
itical desperation rather
than concern for culture.
“At a time when the go-
vernment is undertaking
transparent and sensitive
rejuvenation of Kashi’s her-
itage, the Opposition’s at-
tempt to spread falsehoods
and provoke outrage re-
flects not concern for cul-
ture, but political despera-

tion and a calculated effort
to derail development
through misinformation,”
Pushkar Mishra, a senior
BJP functionary, said.

A local Congress leader
in Varanasi, Manish Kumar
Upadhyay, alleged that for
the past several years, the
manner in which Kashi’s
historicity, ancient tradi-
tions, cultural and reli-
gious identity, and civilisa-
tion were being affected in
the name of development
by the local administration
at the behest of the govern-
ment was a matter of grave
concern and a subject of
self-reflection for residents
of the city.

Manikarnika Ghat is
among the holiest crema-
tion grounds in Hinduism,
believed to grant moksha
or liberation from the cycle
of birth and death, and
holds deep cultural signifi-
cance for devotees across
the country.

8 Opposition leaders booked as row over Manikarnika Ghat intensifies

u1e faare a1 81 W 8 faueh Aarsit w v ot

e The FIRs have been lodged under Section 196 (promoting enmity, hatred, or disharmony
between different groups through speech, writing, signs, or electronic means) and Section
ita (BNS), 2023.
UHSHSR UIRT 196 (TNUT, TRGH, Jabdl T1 olagii-eb Hread! H faftray wgl & sl =g, gom a1
AT D Tl &) 3R YR =T HigaT (FT-1EH), 2023 H YRT 298 & T6d &9l B 15

298 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanh

gl
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Telangana’s stunning rise and its unhinged growth

However, data on this achievement point to the need for policies to be formulated to spread the fruits of growth across the State

has steadily climbed to 1.47 by | Hyderabad in 1978, comprising
| DATA POINT | | 202425 (chart2) maostly of ts rural areas. Concentrated growth
Components of the services sec- In its original creation, it sur- . -
R. Nagaraj and Vikash Vaibhav tor: Which part of the services sec- | rounded Hyderabad from all sides. The data for the charts were sourced from the Economic & Political Weekly

Research Foundation and Dataful

s is? ¢ Wi
tor has driven this? ‘Real estate, | In 2016, as part of a State-wide . i

elangana is the richest | ownership of dwelling, and Busi- | strategy, RR district was subdivid-

among major Indian | ness service’ (Real estate and IT) | ed into three districts. The smaller

States, with highest per | and ‘Trade, Hotel, and Restau- | RR district covered Hyderabad
capita income. In 2022-23, the lat- | rants’ (THR). Compared to Andhra | from the south, Medchal-Malkajgi-
est year for which data for all | Pradesh, the former sector | rifrom the north while the west-
States are available, the figure for | jumped from 2 times to 2.7 times | ern part became Vikarabad, with
Telangana stood at ¥3.54 lakh (at | during2013-14 and 2024-25 (Chart | Metro Hyderabad as a contagious
current prices). 3). This performance is closely | area.

For Karnataka it was ¥3.44 lakh, | matched by the second sub-sector. In 2014, RR district overtook
Haryana 33.24 lakh, Gujarat ¥3.1 | Due to this impressive perfor- | Hyderabad in the metro region to
lakh, Tamil Nadu ¥3.09 lakh, Kera- | mance, these two sub-sectors con- | become the economically leading
1a ¥2.9 lakh and Maharashtra ¥2.89 | stitute about two-thirds of the ser- | district, mainly due to the boom-
lakh.

. vices sector output in 2024-25 in | ingIT sector. It is a historical irony CHART 1: Telangana's GSDP and per caplla income (DcGSDP} asa percentage
This is an impressive achieve- | Telangana: real estate and IT | that RRdistrict (then an undivided of Andhra Pradesh (in constant prices)

ment as these States were ranked | (35.3%), and THR (29.6%). district) was one of India’s 250 150 —pcGSDP
higher in 2013-14, at the time of Te- What about the geography of | most backward districts (out of ofl-"v_— —
langana’s formation in June 2014. | economic growth? Undivided And- | 640) in 2006. It is now one of In- 100 — —O
Using Gross State Domestic Pro- | hra Pradesh had 23 districts of | dia’s richest districts, with a per f=~_—_ -
duct (GSDP) and District Domestic | which 10 were carved out to form | capita income of¥ 9.5 lakh in 2023- 0 ES.DP T e
Product (DDP) data, the State’s | Telangana. Soon after, in October | 24. 0 . S - o - e . - . -

erformance can be assessed in | 2016, Telangana was divided into On the flip side, Vikarabad B I A A A ~ A ) Jok A
ferms of regional concentration | 21 new disigl'?cts, with two more (whichwaspall']t of RR district until B Sl L i oy

and sectoral spread. These two is- | formed in 2019. Hyderabad was | 2019), has now the State’s lowest
CHART 2: Sectoral performance of Telangana as a percentage of Andhra

sues were quite central to the de- | the only district left undivided. per capita income (¥1.8 lakh). Pradesh (in constant prices)
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Telangana’s stunning rise and its unhinged growth.

AT BT AFER I 3R ITPT rgferd gl

o Telangana is the richest among major Indian States, with the hlghest per capita income.
FEHTT T MR Tt & e W €, o6 Wy i ST Hast e 3|

o In 2022-23, the latest year for which data for all States are available, the figure for Telangana
stood at ¥3.54 lakh at current prices.

2022-23 S 9} 341 & forT Juetsy FdiHad Y §, de St ufd e 3 23.54 AR
g, St g gl )R B

o For Karnataka it was ¥3.44 lakh, Haryana ¥3.24 lakh, Gujarat ¥3.1 lakh, Tamil Nadu %3.09
lakh, Kerala ¥2.9 lakh and Maharashtra ¥2.89 lakh.
Feife® & RIT I8 23.44 TR, EIATON €3.24 TG, ORI 3.1 919, af¥a-rg £3.09 a4,
P 22.9 TG IR HERTY 22.89 TG 1

e This is an impressive achievement as these States were ranked higher in 2013—-14, at the
time of Telangana’s formation in June 2014.

Ig Ueh Seaa-1g IUafsd § i 2013-14 T, S 2014 W AT & T84 & 90, A I
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Using Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) and District Domestic Product (DDP) data,
the State’s performance can be assessed in terms of regional concentration and sectoral
spread.

THd T UG SATG (GSDP) 3R fTam R IS (DDP) F 3! BT IUAN HR, I &
U&= o1 Jeaih- &g Terer 3R e faar & deuf A fovan o wean ]

At a sectoral level, the relative decline of the agricultural and industrial (manufacturing)
sectors in Telangana has been faster than the national average.

G TR W, AT A P SR i (Frafo &5 @5 e fRTae ity o & siftre
CEREE]

The services sector was about 1.25 times that of Andhra Pradesh in 2013-14.

2013-14 T |aT &, (i8I UST Bt FaT | T 1.25 TFT T

This has steadily climbed to 1.47 by 2024—25

g TR dGaR 202425 H 1.47 T Ugd |

Components of the services sector

Jar &7 & P

Which part of the services sector has driven this.
Ja1 &7 & forg TR A 39 3G 1 oM S 7

‘Real estate, ownership of dwelling, and Business service’ (Real estate and IT) and
‘Trade, Hotel, and Restaurants’ (THR).

R TR, STary &1 W@ifira 3R awris A’ (e T iR 3l quT R,
gled 3R ITRI (THR) |

Compared to Andhra Pradesh, the former sector jumped from 2 times to 2.7 times during
2013-14 and 2024-25.

TS USRI Y I H, A &5 2013-14 W 2024-25 & SR 2 AT A T¢HR 2.7 AT & T

In a deepening democracy, such an extremely uneven growth process can lead to social
and political backlash, given the State’s long history of people’s movements and violent

trugg|

T rugg - Bl ApdiiA® HTRIT H, 9 Re D AP AT PRI ufhar T & o9
m@mm%@mﬁm@mmmﬂmmﬁ
S |

The situation calls for policies to spread the fruits of growth across the State to redress
severe spatial imbalances.

fufa @t 41 § & faera & ey @ wroa & am areft ifaat sio=s s, aifes ik
RIS SRIGA bl g b1 S o |
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Andhra Pradesh has en-
rolled 55,000 students on
a mass quantum skilling
course on “Quantum Com-
puting: Quantum Algo-
rithms and Qiskit” through
the National Programme
on Technology Enhanced
Learning (NPTEL) set to
begin from Monday.

The programme is being
organised by the Andhra
Pradesh State Council of
Higher Education. The
NPTEL course which will
be delivered by faculty
from IIT-Madras and IBM
Quantum will offer hands-
on exposure to quantum
algorithms, quantum error
correction and Qiskit pro-
gramming to equip stu-
dents with relevant skills.

5. Crisis in education.
fRren & dwe|
AP. to launch AP to launch .quantum _skilling course for students
3T TSR BT & e wiey fEpfe &if I s

quantum

Skllll]]g course - Andhra Pradesh has enrolled 55_,000 students on a mass quantum
f d skilling course on “Quantum Computing: Quantum Algorithms and

or students Qiskit” through the National Programme on Technology Enhanced

m Learning (NPTEL) set to begin from Monday. . .

Education ., ST TR 7 WHAR J L= g1 aIe AR WATH AT TaIaron Teivs
VIJAYAWADA

aff1 (Tadidigee) & e O “PicH dfe: Hied Talie ™ 3R

?ﬁwmwwﬁ%aﬂﬁﬁss,ooomﬁmwm
I

e  The programme is being organised by the Andhra Pradesh State

Council of Higher Education.

I8 BIIHH ATY UG 1oy I g uRwg gR1 Smaferd o o1 @1 3 |

e The NPTEL course which will be delivered by faculty from IIT-

Madras and IBM Quantum will offer hands-on exposure to quantum

algorithms, quantum error correction and Qiskit programming to

equip students with relevant skills.

STSIATS - 3R ATSHITH PicH & b1 gRT JaTerd

P SE B BicH THENRGH, HicH W B 3R fpfRpe murfin &

HTGRING U UM B, Al 3= YRR HIa I A far o b |

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in =

Page 15



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

Media bodies seek
new chairperson for
Press Council of India

NEW DELHI

Media associations on Sun-
day urged the government
to appoint a new chairper-
son for the Press Council of
India as the post fell vacant
after Justice Ranjana Pra-
kash Desai completed her
tenure last month.

The Press Council of In-
dia, a statutory, quasi-judi-
cial body to safeguard
press freedom, has been
without a chairperson for
the first time in its history,
the Press Association and
journalists’ bodies of Mum-
bai, Assam, West Bengal,

Odisha, and Chandigarh-
Punjab said in a joint state-
ment in New Delhi.

“The term of the 14th
Council ended more than a
year ago, but the full 15th
Council is yet to be
formed, and the post of
chairman has not been
filled, while the last chair-
man's three-year extended
term ended in December,”
the statement said.

The Press Council of In-
dia comprises 29 mem-
bers, including the chair-
person, with a tenure of
three years. Currently, 14
people have been appoint-
ed to the council.

Media bodies seek new
chairperson for Press Council of
India

Hifsar el 7 19 wrefya
3P SfeaT & e AU Sremes &t
HIT &Y

. The Press Council of India, a
statutory, quasi-judicial body to
safeguard press freedom, has been
without a chairperson for the first time in
its history, the Press Association and
journalists’ bodies of Mumbai, Assam,
West Bengal, Odisha, and Chandigarh-
Punjab said in a joint statement in New
Delhi.

U HISRIa ATw 3T, o 9 &Y
Tl B1 & & e T denfae, oref-
iy A ©, 3ruA sfaery # uge
TR o1 sreqel & &, T Has, AW, Ufdm
T, SNfERm MR dShTe-use & 0
THIFRIERA 3R UFHR el 1 78 fewi
# SR} ¥gerd s H Hell

. “The term of the 14th Council
ended more than a year ago, but the full
15th Council is yet to be formed, and the
post of chairman has not been filled,

while the last chairman's three-year extended term ended in December,” the statement

said.

T § $g1 T, “14d] BRI B HRIGIA TP A1d ¥ 3D Uget THI g1 11 o1, AfchT gt
158 SRR onnft ab 3T T g3 B, 3R Sre;e HT U T -Ta] 71 &, Saifeb 3 remes o1
o aifa favarfva srdeTa feder o wom g

e The Press Council of India comprises 29 members, including the chairperson, with a
tenure of three years. Currently, 14 people have been appointed to the council.

W HI3fa 1w Sfean & sreger Afed 29 Hew §1d &, orieT Hried diF adf w1 g |
o &, aRe & 14 @1 &t Fgfad &1 7S B
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Corruption and prior sanction, case of a divided house
(GS i: Governance: Corruption §

n January 13, a two-judge Bench of the

Supreme Court of India, comprising

Justice B.V. Nagarathna and Justice K.V.

Viswanathan, delivered a split verdict
on the challenge to the constitutional validity of
Section 17A of the Prevention of Corruption (PC)
Act, 1988 (“the section”), in The Centre for Public
Interest Litigation (CPIL) vs Union of India. Both
judgments in this case are exhaustive,
exemplifying the best tradition of the Court in
bestowing the deepest judicial consideration and
exercise of judicial conscience to the issues
before the Court. The case had challenged the
constitutionality of the section that effectively
provided that no police officer would conduct
any inquiry or investigation into any offence
alleged to have been committed by a public
servant regarding any recommendation made or
decision taken in the discharge of official
functions, without the prior sanction of the
appropriate government.

The case was mounted on the premise that
corruption is anathema to rule of law and vesting
the government with the power to stall
corruption investigations (where it may have a
vested interest) would allow corruption to go
uninvestigated and, hence, unchecked.

Arguments of both sides

In this case, the petitioners argued that the
amended section was unconstitutional, being in
the teeth of two earlier judgments of the Court.
When a Single Directive (a consolidated set of
instructions issued to the Central Bureau of
Investigation, or CBI, by various
Ministries/Departments), requiring prior sanction
of the designated authority before initiating
investigation against certain categories of public
servants, was issued, its legality was challenged.

In Vineet Narain vs Union of India (1998) 1 SCC
226, the Court had quashed the Single Directive
and held that the final opinion whether to
investigate or not has to be made by the CBI and
not by anyone else. The executive on its own
cannot foreclose inquiry into any allegation of
corruption as that would be entering the domain
of the investigative agency.

The judgment came in the backdrop of the
N.N. Vohra Committee (1993) that presented the
frightening criminal nexus between highly-placed
politicians, high-ranking bureaucrats, and
criminal elements. The Court held that equality
before the law under Article 14 and the rule of law
itself could only be preserved if investigative
agencies are insulated from political, executive
and bureaucratic interference.

To bypass the judgment in Vineet Narain, the
central government enacted the Central Vigilance
Commission Act, 2003. Here it introduced
Section 6A to the Delhi Special Police
Establishment Act (DSPE) Act, effectively
reintroducing the Single Directive. A Constitution

Prashant Bhushan

is an advocate in the
Supreme Court
of India

Cheryl D’Souza
is an advocate in the

Supreme Court
of India

The split
verdict in the
CPIL case is
about
protecting
honest public
servants while
also ensuring
an efficient
anti-corruption
regime

Bench in Dr. Subramanian Swamy vs Director, CBI
& Anr (2014) 8 SCC 682 declared Section 6A of the
DSPE Act to be unconstitutional on the ground
that the classification of officers based on status
in government service, for the purpose of
investigation was discriminatory and violative of
Article 14. It also held that such power to interdict
corruption investigations would encourage the
criminal-bureaucrat-politician nexus and thwart
unbiased and efficient inquiry/investigation to
track down corrupt public servants. The Court
held: “... the signature tune in Vineet Narain is,
‘However high you may be, the law is above you’
We reiterate the same. Section 6A offends this
signature tune and effectively Article 14.”

In the CPIL case, the petitioners argued that
the Section 17A of the PC Act is distinguishable
from Section 6A of the DSPE Act only in the sense
that it expands the scope of protection to all
levels of public servants and not justtoa
particular category of public servants (as 6A of
the DSPE Act did). The Section does not just
ignore the clear findings arrived at by the Court
earlier but also chooses to defy the spirit of those
findings. It was further argued that the Section
runs contrary to the dictum in Lalita Kumari vs
Government of Uttar Pradesh & Ors (2014) 25CC1,
which mandated registration of a first
information report and consequent investigation
on the disclosure of a cognisable offence.

The government on the other hand defended
the constitutionality of the Section and sought to
distinguish it from the earlier judgments of the
Court on the ground that the Single Directive was
struck down as it was merely an administrative
order. It added that the Subramaniam Swamy
judgment was dealing with a distinction made
between officers of Joint Secretary and above
versus officers below — both of which did not
apply to the present challenge to the
constitutionality of the Section.

‘Where the judges differed
Justice Nagarathna, while upholding the
petitioner’s contentions, held Section 17A to be
contrary to the objects of the Act and
unconstitutional as the requirement of prior
sanction from the government, she held,
“forestalls an enquiry and thereby in substance
protects the corrupt”. The Section shields a class
of public servants and revives an impermissible
protection which was previously struck down in
Vineet Narain and Subramaniam Swamy. She also
held that there was a conflict of interest between
the government (Minister granting sanction) and
the officers whose consent for investigation was
sought, since they would often be working in the
same department with a meeting of minds about
decisions taken, amounting to acts of corruption.
Therefore, such a provision was likely to
impede investigation into corrupt officers who
may, instead, find protection from higher

Corruption and prior sanction, case of a divided house

YPHR 3R Yd Wigpfd, fAuriord Jga &1 arren

On January 13, a two-judge Bench of the Supreme Court of India, comprising Justice B.V.
Nagarathna and Justice K.V. Viswanathan, delivered a split verdict on the challenge to the
constitutional validity of Section 17A of the Prevention of Corruption (PC) Act, 1988, in

The Centre for Public Interest Litigation (CPIL) vs Union of India.

13 TG ), YRd P Hai qrarad &1 ol-arardier fis, S

authorities within the same institutional nexus,
thereby allowing unchecked corruption. She also
held that there would be a policy bias in the
officials tasked with granting sanction as they
would lack neutrality while considering a request
for approval for carrying out an inquiry or
investigation into a complaint vis-a-vis a decision
taken by a public servant in their department.

Justice Viswanathan, while agreeing with
Justice Nagarathna and the petitioners that
leaving the power of consent with the
government would render the provision
unconstitutional, found no fault with the
provision of prior sanction per se. He held it to be
constitutionally valid, subject to the condition
that the grant or refusal of approval would rest
not with the government but with an
independent agency before the decision is taken
by the government.

He observed that striking down the Section
would lead to a policy paralysis as he felt that
honest public servants needed to be insulted
from frivolous and mala fide police investigations.
He held that the Lokpal, conceived as an
independent anti-corruption authority, would
deal with such cases in an independent manner,
and that its recommendations would be binding
on the government as the PC Act and the Lokpal
Act operate in the same normative field. “Both
address allegations of corruption against public
servants, both recognise the need for screening,
and both seek to balance accountability with
protection against misuse”.

At the core

The core disagreement between the two judges is
on how to strike a constitutional balance between
protecting honest decision-making public
servants and ensuring an efficient anti-corruption
regime. There is partial agreement between the
two judges on the provision being
unconstitutional if the power of granting sanction
for investigation was left with the government.
There remains disagreement on whether prior
approval before inquiry or investigation by a
police officer is an impermissible barrier (making
the Section unconstitutional) or whether having
an independent agency such as the Lokpal as a
filter to prevent abuse would overcome this
barrier (thereby upholding the Section’s
constitutionality).

Differing from her brother judge, Justice
Nagarathna stated, “whether prior approval must
be given, was the question, and not who, within
or outside the government should give the
approval.”

The matter has been referred to the Chief
Justice of India for constitution of a larger Bench
to decide the issue conclusively.

Prashant Bhushan and Cheryl Dsouza were counsels for the
petitioners in this case before the Supreme Court of India

=aragfd &t 4. amRer sk

:%qqﬁf%id’r. fag=my= <nie 9, 9 YRR e sifufras, 1988 &1 4RT 17A S
o1

B

HRd ¥9 H fyurfora frofa faan

Both judgments in this case are exhaustive, exemplifying the best tradition of the Court in
bestowing the deepest judicial consideration and exercise of judicial conscience to the

issues before the Court.

2 a1 g € Her Bk Ufeis gedee fofeaiwe (CPIL) s9m™

=g o # gl fofa favga € ofiR <amarera & e U e TR e <arfie faam aur
ATRIP AR & TR TANT &I TRURT HT I&TeU URd Hd & |
The case had challenged the constitutionality of the section that effectively provided that no
police officer would conduct any inquiry or investigation into any offence alleged to have
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been committed by a public servant regarding any recommendation made or decision
taken in the discharge of official functions, without the prior sanction of the appropriate
government.
T WA A 39 WEY &1 HauTeddr B g ot 18 A, e o uR e At 99w gr
TSNS Fdal & Fde- § B 715 (! RIETRT a1 fofg 3 Jafid forddt B SRty &t
Sig a1 YT Hig Yo USRI IFa IR & gd Wipfa & 91 =181 o Iha

e The case was mounted on the premise that corruption is anathema to the rule of law and
vesting the government with the power to stall corruption investigations (where it may
have a vested interest) would allow corruption to go uninvestigated and, hence,
unchecked.
Tg HHET 39 STYR TR SRR {601 77 U7 {6 YPTER 1A & MHA & Uied § iR IWRPR &I
YPTAR WG AP S Ak &1, e 391 wardf 81 9o 8, YPTER & famqn s ofk gwfer
fEfaa 3l i

Arguments of both sides

31 vell & ab

¢ In this case, the petitioners argued that the amended section was unconstitutional, being
in the teeth of two earlier judgments of the Court.
g AWS § aifaeredisil = dd foar s Y= uRT <mared & ¢ gd fHvfay & faudia 89 &
HRUT JHAYTD 5|

e When a Single Directive (a consolidated set of instructions issued to the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) by various Ministries/Departments), requiring prior sanction of the
designated authority before initiating investigation against certain categories of public
servants, was issued, its legality was challenged.
e R sraRfaed (A HaTeaai/fauRT gRT dsia 39T &RT (CBI) & SIRT RN &1
TR Tg), Sy o 2! & e Aas! & [9vg ok L= 334 4 Ugd qd wipfa
3fazges ff, SR foran T, o STt duar B g < TS|

e InVineet Narain vs Union of India (1998) 1 SCC 226, the Court had quashed the Single
Directive and held that the final opinion whether to investigate or not has to be made by the
CBI and not by anyone else.

AR 919 YRd Y (1998) 1 SCC 226 T, e = RiTTer s”Rfaea &1 35 &= faa
3R I8 T b SId HRe11 & A1 e, 391 Sifaw fyofg Bl gr1 81 foran s anfe, =1 o fansht
HY gIRT|

o The executive on its own cannot foreclose inquiry into any allegation of corruption as that
would be entering the domain of the investigative agency.

Wl o YPTIR & 31RIY &1 oI §¢ el B Tobdl, e g ofig Teidl & & #

SHI&Y S|

e The judgment came in the backdrop of the N.N. Vohra Committee (1993) that presented the
frightening criminal nexus between highly-placed politicians, high-ranking bureaucrats,
and criminal elements.
gg Ffg TA.uA. e afifa (1993) &t guyfA & o, form = uewy wreMansi, afvy
NHITE 3R MRS ded] & 1T HITIE STRTRAP TSNS B! ISR BT U7

e The Court held that equality before the law under Article 14 and the rule of law itself could
only be preserved if investigative agencies are insulated from political, executive, and
bureaucratic interference.
IR A AT & 3IeE 14 & 3{did SITA & THE FHAMT 3R WG S ST A qH1
QRIS 6 T § I o TSARAaT IAoT-foeh, STIUTRIPT 3R FIH AT 8¥aay I Jod o |

e To bypass the judgment in Vineet Narain, the central government enacted the Central
Vigilance Commission Act, 2003.
farita IRTgor & fofa @ §99 & faw Fg WRER 3 Fkta Fadar smanT srfuferaw, 2003
sffaiaa faan

e Here it introduced Section 6A to the Delhi Special Police Establishment Act (DSPE) Act,
effectively reintroducing the Single Directive.
aﬁﬁc—vﬂﬁsz‘mg%mwwaﬁﬁw (DSPE) § YRT 6A SISl 71, SR guTdt =0 &
Rivra sTRfeea &1 g: an fosan man|
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¢ A Constitution Bench in Dr. Subramanian Swamy vs Director, CBI & Anr (2014) 8 SCC
682 declared Section 6A of the DSPE Act to be unconstitutional on the ground that the
classification of officers based on status in government service, for the purpose of
mvestlgatlon was discriminatory and violative of Article 14.
S1. gIHUgH W@ 9 fE=1®, CBI U4 317 (2014) 8 SCC 682 H wfaur™ W& < DSPE
AT B} 4T 6A FT AU T DT fora, Fiifes ofd & Iexd § WRPRI AT § vg-
3MeTRE FEfeRor NeHTaquf 4T 3R ATede 14 P Secia = ATl

e |t also held that such power to interdict corruption investigations would encourage the
criminal-bureaucrat-politician nexus and thwart unbiased and efficient
inquiry/investigation to track down corrupt public servants.

397 98 ot O 6 YeTaR o ® gaad &1 0l T srRTh—Aras=mg—Ieifag ewiis
gé’ﬁamﬁsﬁ? YY I Aaadi ddb Uga- & (org freues SRR wuTdt Sia/sr=auer & aerd
I

e The Court held: “... the signature tune in Vineet Narain is, ‘However high you may be,
the law is above you’ We reiterate the same. Section 6A offends this signature tune and
effectively Article 14.”

AT = HET: “... fasiia AR 1 9o "I 8, 39 °1g fham ot $a i 9 81, S
TR SR | €7 S/ CIERTA 21 URT 6A 5 e W IR THI 0 @ SFDE 14 Bl
Sed Bt g 1”

o In the CPIL case, the petitioners argued that Section 17A of the PC Act is distinguishable
from Section 6A of the DSPE Act only in the sense that it expands the scope of protection
to all levels of public servants and not just to a particular category of public servants, as
Section 6A of the DSPE Act did.

CPIL 9@ H gifaestapatad = I faan i Pe sifuf-raw @t 4RT 17A, DSPE 3ifufaw ot
YRT 6A T Hadt 39 31 T i § S a8 |l &RY & olep Aaapi ol W&l UM el 5, b
Fad fedt faRiw 4ot & e Aael 31, o {6 DSPE ifIfwT 3t 4T 6A Foxelt ot

e The Section does not just ignore the clear findings arrived at by the Court earlier but also
chooses to defy the spirit of those findings.

T8 YRT A Had AATag R Ugd foT U Wy fAep et it et il €, sfeh 3 et )
YT H1 W} Ieere a8 |

e It was further argued that the Section runs contrary to the dictum in Lalita Kumari vs
Government of Uttar Pradesh & Ors (2014) 2 SCC 1, which mandated registration of a
first information report and consequent investigation on the disclosure of a cognisable
offence.

Tg Wt o fear mar o g 4Ry aferar R S9TH SR YR TR U 3179 (2014) 2 SCC 1
& ol & Aukid g, foraw T3 SIuRTY & G W UuH a1 Rué & ueftaor $ik 39
TG g &1 e far 7T o1

e The government, on the other hand, defended the constitutionality of the Section and
sought to distinguish it from the earlier judgments of the Court on the ground that the Single
Directive was struck down as it was merely an administrative order.

ORI 3R, ORPR A U URT &1 HAUIhdT &1 914 [Ha1 SR 4 e & gd okl & 59
SR TR 3T Far o RivTer STaRfaed dad T WIS TSR 519 & HRUT Vg, bl T[T
Tl

e |t added that the Subramaniam Swamy judgment was dealing with a distinction made
between officers of Joint Secretary and above versus officers below, both of which did
not apply to the present challenge to the constitutionality of the Section.

WEHR A 78 t SireT i Jawoaw w@rt fHofa Tga afig o 3Ud SR & il au
m%%m%aﬁamwﬂa@rwzﬂ ST ¢RT Bt "I B TS
JaA™ AT IR AR g gl

Where the judges differed
STgt =manedin & w7 fim 4

o Justice Nagarathna, while upholding the petitioner’s contentions, held Section 17A to be
contrary to the objects of the Act and unconstitutional, as the requirement of prior
sanction from the government, she held, “forestalls an enquiry and thereby in
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substance protects the corrupt”.

ATIYfd ARAT A aifadTaddatai & a@! & WIHR HRd gU URT 17A Fi Rfaw & el
¥ faudia sk srderfae 0, Fifds 3% SUR IR A gd WPfa &t 3t “oiig i
Al 8 3R TG YS! BI TR&01 qeft 87 |

The Section shields a class of public servants and revives an impermissible protection
which was previously struck down in Vineet Narain and Subramaniam Swamy.

Tg YRT A AID! & TP g7t B TGV il § 3R I SRAVBT W07 1 GAsiiad et g,
ford ugd farta ARTor 3R gerwvay Tt ara | € far o gt ol

She also held that there was a conflict of interest between the government (Minister
granting sanction) and the officers whose consent for investigation was sought, since they
would often be working in the same department with a meeting of minds about decisions
taken, amounting to acts of corruption.

IeH g ot AT i R (it 3 arar w2 ik 34 iftreifval, o fawg Sig &
SR ART ST 8, & otd fedl &1 edvrd 811 8, FiTh d SRR U@ ol fAurT d s o ©
3R ffal R WA T 7@ §, S UPTER & ol & 9HH 81 gl 8

Therefore, such a provision was likely to impede investigation into corrupt officers, who
may instead find protection from higher authorities within the same institutional nexus,
thereby allowing unchecked corruption.

31ct: T a1 YT SARIBIGT & [9%G oig | 14T ST bl 5, R 35 S TEINTH i
¥ Hiar 3= Siftreprival A TRemr i I g, S sifafa YprrR & sgrar fear 3|
She also held that there would be a policy bias in the officials granting sanction, as they
would lack neutrality while considering a request for approval for carrying out an inquiry or
investigation into a complaint vis-a-vis a decision taken by a public servant in their
department.

I gg Hit Fe fob Tl 3= arat siferepifval & -ferta vamra g1, wiifds 9 3o faumT &
e Yao gR1 e e frofa & Jdy & Riemd | Sig ar SRA90r B 3Hf 30 IHg derdr
BT SHTT AT |

Justice Viswanathan, while agreeing with Justice Nagarathna and the petitioners that
leaving the power of consent with the government would render the provision
unconstitutional, found no fault with the provision of prior sanction per se.

rafe Ay 3 <argfd arren iR arfereaten T 59 a0 W Ggdf oS o Wiefa
B! Ui IWPR F U BIST UG B SHIUAP 1 T, Afb 3617 qd Tiipfa 5t
AT H W DTS QY g1 Ul

He held it to be constitutionally valid, subject to the condition that the grant or refusal of
approval would rest not with the government but with an independent agency before the
decision is taken by the government.

I 38 Ui wu & ay 91, 93d [ rgafa 39 a1 7 37 &1 fofg WeR & soig v
A Toidil & U g1, S99 Ugd fob R sifad g o

He observed that striking down the Section would lead to a policy paralysis, as he felt that
honest public servants needed to be insulated from frivolous and mala fide police
investigations.

3Igi- I8 AMT P URT Y TE BT AT TARIY B S <7, Fifoh 370 STIR SHTHGTR
AP Aadl o1 goo 3R gula-rgel yfera st & IRféra fovar o siawa ¢ |

He held that the Lokpal, conceived as an independent anti-corruption authority, would
deal with such cases in an independent manner, and that its recommendations would be
binding on the government, as the PC Act and the Lokpal Act operate in the same
normative field.

IIH Bel o dreurd, ol T Wad YPER-UH Wik & U & uRefedd fvar T g,
T al @ W =0 @ [, 3R 9@t el TWeR R arersr g, #ife Pe
Sffrad iR Aepura sifufaaw te & wre &3 3 »rd Fd 8

“Both address allegations of corruption against public servants, both recognise the
need for screening, and both seek to balance accountability with protection against
misuse”.

S AP VP! & fIeg YPTER F RIUY & JaRa Ha 8, Q1 TP B saadwar
aﬁq@ma%%a?,aﬁ?aﬁmﬁﬁﬁwmﬁﬁv&m%mmwmmﬁm
TR ”
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At the core

Hel gel

The core disagreement between the two judges is on how to strike a constitutional
balance between protecting honest decision-making public servants and ensuring an
efficient anti-corruption regime.

g =i & o Yo Sragdfa 39 91d W 8 & $HTeR iy a7 ard die Qawl @t
FR&T 3R gUTd UPTIR-[N a1 & S wanfe dge S R o S|

There is partial agreement between the two judges on the provision being unconstitutional
if the power of granting sanction for investigation was left with the government.

gfe Sg & forg 37 T Afed WPR & T SIS o1l 8, ) 39 Wy & SrFaer=e
B R a1 ardhten & st rifkre weafa g1

There remains disagreement on whether prior approval before inquiry or investigation by
a police officer is an impermissible barrier making the Section unconstitutional, or
whether having an independent agency such as the Lokpal as a filter to prevent abuse
would overcome this barrier, thereby upholding the Section’s constitutionality.

Y 91 W 3(d ft g I g ¢ b a1 gfery sifrem<t gRT < 4 Sr=awur § ugdl gd
Wopfa te srfterd arur 8, S uRT sriaenfas 8 Skl 8, a1 iR dreura Skt wad=
Tt &1 fheer & TU T 94 ° gIUANT BT Al Thdl § 3R SH UHR YRT BI AauTidmdr
it 7§ TH 5|

Differing from her brother judge, Justice Nagarathna stated, “whether prior approval must
be given, was the question, and not who, within or outside the government should give
the approval.”

3T - ¥ e 0 X@d §U <aragfo ANRET A $el, ‘WY Ig AT {5 7 gd wipfa &t
ST+ =1fRe, 9 o g8 f WoR & v a1 arer w9 g Wipfa 21

The matter has been referred to the Chief Justice of India for constitution of a larger
Bench to decide the issue conclusively.

U A D URA & TSI AT & I g81 Uie & T8 7q Hidd ¥ I fAvfg & forg
Hefifa far mn g
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Crisis in education

Higher education institutions need

systemic reforms M

cides, the Supreme Court of India has issued

nine directions to Central and State govern-
ments. Recognising the massification of higher
education front-ended by privatisation without a
commensurate boost in quality, the Court has ta-
ken note of student distress covering financial,
social, social injustice and academic issues. The
Court has invoked Article 142 of the Constitution
and seven of the nine directions relate to record-
keeping, reporting, and tracking suicides in high-
er education institutions (HEI) separately. Two
directives order the filling of the posts of Regis-
trars and Vice-Chancellors as well as all vacant fa-
culty positions. Evidently, the Court sees these
steps as critical to student well-being.

Across India, ground reportage shows that ma-
ny public HEIs, especially universities, report
50% vacancies. The University of Madras is a case
study as it is the premier State-administered HEI
in Tamil Nadu — a State which leads the nation in
enrolment in higher education and with a stellar
record in women’s education. With such a sto-
ried legacy, the university was known for quality
research besides awarding degrees in affiliated
colleges through examinations. Teaching became
an important component in the late 1970s, but in
the last decade, its decline has been pronounced.
No new faculty appointments have been made
and the teaching strength is half of the sanc-
tioned strength. The university’s research com-
ponent is just about functional. It boasts of
centres for advanced studies such as in philoso-
phy, botany and mathematics, but these are a
shadow of their original selves. Today, the hu-
manities, science-based and social science re-
search focused on Tamil Nadu, that the govern-
ment can leverage from its public universities,
has been given short shrift. Vice-Chancellor ap-
pointments have been stalled by a recalcitrant
Governor. The ambiguity thrown in by the Court
on the Presidential reference on a Governor’s
powers may need to be resolved before Vice-
Chancellor vacancies can be quickly filled. Filling
faculty positions would have to follow UGC pro-
cess that takes at least six months and a budge-
tary commitment that may be helped with Union
government support. Availability of qualified fa-
culty can be a hurdle. Corruption and political-
ideological appointments have affected quality
and need to be addressed. Although the four-
month schedule prescribed by the Court might
seem daunting, the order is a call to action to ful-
fil the basic requirements of a robust public high-
er education system before goals such as Viksit
Bharat can be seriously aspired for.

o Ipy fYpls T@ar gl

l n an ongoing case relating to student sui-

Crisis in education.
Rrem & d&e|

¢ Higher education institutions need systemic
reforms.
o e WA 1 gomeiiTd GuRY &t Sa=gddl g
¢ In an ongoing case relating to student suicides, the
Supreme Court of India has issued nine directions
to Central and State governments.
B ATHTATS Y a1 U 9 g HHA H, YRd &
Hale =AraTed 3 $% SR g PRI D A1 Frd=r
IR fpu B
¢ Recognising the massification of higher education
front-ended by privatisation without a commensurate
boost in quality, the Court has taken note of student
distress covering financial, social, social injustice
and academic issues.

F HRU I RN & 99 T W R
DI, TuTadT 4 T9H dfg o o1, WieR R §U g
3 foarita, Arfore, arfore sum ok Qerfdre qei
I IS B e W I form B
e The Court has invoked Article 142 of the
Constitution and seven of the nine directions relate
to record-keeping, reporting, and tracking suicides
in higher education institutions (HEI) separately.
AT A WU & 3¢ 142 HT YSRT fordn § 3R
N 7 | Ira s = fRrem =iy (HE) 7 Rers-
T@rd, Rf&T ok arareansit o b @ Tefta 7|
e Two directives order the filling of the posts of
Registrars and Vice-Chancellors as well as all

vacant faculty positions.
3 fAder o IRRER eiv & Ui & Iry-ary

Tt o T uel &1 4RA 7 W e mar g

¢ Evidently, the Court sees these steps as critical to
student well-being.

Wy ¢ for <ArITerd 39 HeH! B BT BTl & AU fedd
Hgqul Tl 81

¢ Across India, ground reportage shows that many
public HEIs, especially universities, report 50%
vacancies.

QR WRA H, S RAfET A qaraeqar g fb g
Ardeit-ia HEI, faRiva fayfamera, 50% Ridaar
CRICK

¢ The University of Madras is a case study as it is the
premier State-administered HEI in Tamil Nadu, a
State which leads the nation in enrolment in higher
education and with a stellar record in women’s
education.

ToTH fayfaeraa T s1eq9 &1 3260 § Fifds I8
ARIEATE BT VR IS9-U=MRIT HEI 8, 98 50 o 3o
e A ArHiET O S HT Ad@ HRT § IR Afgar e

e With such a storied legacy, the university was known for quality research besides awarding
degrees in affiliated colleges through examinations.
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T I foRTea & 1y, 78 faufaeeag e wrae 3 udiensit & Ao I f$Rar 33 & 9ry-
1Y TOTaTYof SIIRIYT & T ST ST |

e Teaching became an important component in the late 1970s, but in the last decade, its
decline has been pronounced.
197%%W%méﬁﬁrww%a@fww At o gxre ¥ SUST uad Wy
el ol

¢ No new faculty appointments have been made and the teaching strength is half of the
sanctioned strength.
1S 7¢ Heprg Forgfermat 7€ 1 7S € 3R Rraror arar Wi arvar @ st @ TE B

e The university’s research component is just about functional.
fayfaened 1 SIRIYUTH Ue® Had Hrafd®d 1R 7§ T8

e It boasts of centres for advanced studies such as in philosophy, botany and
mathematics, but these are a shadow of their original selves.
5 oI, IR AT 31K TN oI Fawel B S 1T bt T ol el 2, AT 3 919
3T Y& WY B BT I ¢

o Today, the humanities, science-based and social science research focused on Tamil
Nadu, that the government can leverage from its public universities, has been given short
shrift.

31T AftETg R Hfsd Arfaan, fagm-snenia ok arfore fage erRiu, O WRer
YA Hrdwi-e fayfaemeal I Iua & a1 gl €, 39 &9 Wed ol T g
e Vice-Chancellor appomtments have been stalled by a recalcitrant Governor.
T U AfSTS ISqUTe & HRUT et €5 ¢ |
e The ambiguity thrown in by the Court on the Presidential reference on a Governor’s
powers may need to be resolved before Vice-Chancellor vacancies can be quickly filled.

IguTd 3t Yl R Igufa Hed & ey § e gRT I ey &I, peratd Ridaat
@ 2 WA T TS YA US Tl 7

¢ Filling faculty positions would have to follow UGC process that takes at least six months
and a budgetary commitment that may be helped with Union government support.

HHTT UG &I 1R & T UGC ufekar &1 are 31 81, o &8 ¥ 9 98 WA & @
3R 39 oL Soidia A ARy, o Fg TRPR & FHYT I Tgrad! et 9ot

o Availability of qualified faculty can be a hurdle.
TR ABT B JUTSIAT U ST 8l Tl ¢ |

e Corruption and political-ideological appointments have affected quality and need to be
addressed.
YPMIR 3R Ierifae-duniye fFrgfemat 3 qurasr & guifad fear @ ok 52 gagm &
ATl & |

e Although the four-month schedule prescribed by the Court might seem daunting, the order
is a call to action to fulfil the basic requirements of a robust public higher education
system before goals such as Viksit Bharat can be seriously aspired for.

gTalie g gRT FUIRT TR W &Y Toa-Fa1 e T 9ol 6, T8 Mo HeTgd
grdwit=e 3= e yoreht &) ga savaware & IR HRA & 7L T BIaTS BT STEH ¢,
i fasfRa WRa oY dedl &t TR siaien o o do |
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YR B ST Tifd TS & e 811 &1 fAwsor
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3. ‘Borders should not be decided by tanks or terrorists, but through
negotiations’
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India invited to join Gaza peace board

New Delhi has not vet responded to the invitation, officials say; the Board of Peace, to be headed by Trump and to include ‘other members and
heads of state’ is expected to oversee funding for the ‘redevelopment of Gaza' until the Palestinian Authority completes a ‘reform programme’

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

nited States Presi-

dent Donald

Trump has invited
India to be a part of the
Board of Peace for Gaza,
sources in New Delhi said
on Sunday.

U.S. Ambassador Sergio
Gor also shared a letter on
social media from Mr.
Trump to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi inviting
India.

The Board of Peace for
Gaza comprises a group of
countries that are being in-
vited by the U.S. to provide
a governance structure for
the Gaza Strip, as Hamas is
being pressured to give up
its governance role in the
territory as part of Mr.
Trump’s peace plan.

Officials unwilling to be
named said that India has
the “invite in hand”,

though New Delhi has not
responded as yet. This
comes three days after Mr.
Trump announced on so-
cial media that the Board
of Peace had been formed
and that its members
would be announced
“shortly”.

The Trump peace plan
for Gaza was first floated
on September 29, 2025,
when the U.S. President
hosted Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu at
the White House. Follow-
ing the announcement,
Hamas agreed to return all
48 remaining hostages
who were being held in Ga-
za in exchange for Palesti-
nian prisoners in Israeli
jails and Gaza detainees.

As per the plan, Gaza
will be administered by the
“temporary transitional
governance of a techno-
cratic apolitical Palestinian
committee”, which will

U.S. President Donald Trump with Prime Minister Narendra Modi in
the Oval Office of the White House on February 13, 2025. AFP

consist of Palestinian and
international experts. This
transitional outfit will be
supervised by the Board of
Peace, to be headed by Mr.
Trump and include “other
members and heads of
state”, as well as the United
Kingdom’s former Prime
Minister Tony Blair.

The Board of Peace is
expected to handle fund-

ing for the “redevelopment
of Gaza” till the Palestinian
Authority has completed a
“reform programme”.

The U.S. is expected to
work with international
partners to develop a
“temporary” International
Stabilisation Force (ISF) to
be deployed in Gaza soon.
The U.S. has been in talks
with multiple countries

India invited to join Gaza peace board

UAE President arrives today

The Hindu Bureau leaders to chart new
NEW DELHI frontiers for the India-UAE
Comprehensive Strategic

India will host UAE Partnership. It will also

President Sheikh enable exchange of views

Mohamed bin Zayed Al on regional and global

Nahyan, on Monday. issues of mutual interest,
The UAE President will where India and the UAE

hold talks with Prime share a high degree of

Minister Narendra Modi. convergence,” the

“The visit will provide an External Affairs Ministry

opportunity for the two said.

across the world for troops “We welcome the agree-

to participate in the ISF.

Officials here have main-
tained that India would not
be part of the ISF as it is not
a peacekeeping force un-
der the aegis of the United
Nations.

On October 9, 2025, ho-
wever, Mr. Modi had wel-
comed the Trump peace
plan in a post on X.

ment on the first phase of
President Trump’s peace
plan. This is also a reflec-
tion of the strong leader-
ship of PM Netanyahu,” he
said.

Jordan, Greece, Cyprus,
and Pakistan also said on
Sunday they had received
invitations.

(With PTI inputs)

YR &1 eI Frifd 918 A =i 819 &1 fAwson

New Delhi has not yet responded to the invitation, officials say; the Board of Peace, to be
headed by Trump and to include ‘other members and heads of state’, is expected to
oversee funding for the ‘redevelopment of Gaza’ until the Palestinian Authority completes
a ‘reform programme’.

YBIRGT & SIHR, 7S faeeht 7 oneft o 39 Fwzo w ufdfsar 761 € 8; 9 oifws i,
TSR srenefan gUds B SR ford 3 wewd iR IgTeasr e 817, § sfdan s f& a8
AT & GAMSRY & 1T o o) TR 637, 519 d i tafRefeae sriiid gurR srfew
T el IR A
United States President Donald Trump has invited India to be a part of the Board of
Peace for Gaza, sources in New Delhi said on Sunday.

Y I SARBT & SIS 30 - YRA & el & fore 91 oifw Wi &1 figw
1 & forg st fran g, 8 el & i A Aaar & el
U.S. Ambassador Sergio Gor also shared a letter on social media from Mr. Trump to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi inviting India.

IroTgd Ffofar MR 7 +ft Greret Hifear R du 31 3R T wer w0 W 7 B URa
P SAHET B U HoT 771 T T i foha|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page24



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

The Board of Peace for Gaza comprises a group of countries that are being invited by the
U.S. to provide a governance structure for the Gaza Strip, as Hamas is being pressured to
give up its governance role in the territory as part of Mr. Trump s peace plan.

e & T S 31T fi 379 330 & T Iqg 9 &1 ¢ fore SAReT gRT et Ut & faw ueh
TR YR UeH HRA 1 SR faar ST e &, i g R 4t &0 3t =iifey o & R
F U H &F H U IR YfYHT B BT Sa1d STal o ET 2|

Officials unwilling to be named said that India has the “invite in hand”, though New Delhi
has not responded as yet.

I A FdH B A R HABIRG! A FT {6 HIRe & U “Fwieror diejg @7, grifes =8 faeeht 3
3t oo wfaferar gt &1 81

This comes three days after Mr. Trump announced on social media that the Board of Peace
had been formed and that its members would be announced “shortly”.

T8 off ¢u gRT Iivra Hifsar R 91 31T TR & 76+ oIk s9% gew! &1 aon it fHe o=
B I1d B I & I e 918 S B

The Trump peace plan for Gaza was revisited on September 29, 2025, when the U.S.
President hosted Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu at the White House.

TS & forg €U =mifer aierIT &1 gl SR 29 RydaR, 2025 &1 U1 fosan T o1, 9d Sfapt
Wﬁm%umwmﬁ%’@mﬁmﬁﬁ ot

Following the announcement, Hamas agreed to return all 48 remaining hostages who were
being held in Gaza in exchange for Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails and Gaza
detainees.

U1 & &1, FHTH = TTHT H W T AV 48 FUHI &1 gwRTgal oall 1 g Fafe-t dfeal sik
Tl sfea & Sed die IR Tgafd SR |

As per the plan, Gaza will be administered by the “temporary transitional governance of a
technocratic apolitical Palestinian committee”, which will consist of Palestinian and
international experts.

TIoHT & AR, AT HT YRR “Th ab-1d1 SR IR-IS-ITaed dafeet afifd & sreurdt
HHHUIGTA AT GRT fobar e, forgd Traifeet 3R siarmmsig ooy <nferet g1

This transitional outcome will be supervised by the Board of Peace, to be headed by Mr.
Trump and include “other members and heads of state”, as well as the United Kingdom’s
former Prime Minister Tony Blair.

U YHHUIBICH TR B FTRF a8 SMT% TRT gRT $I SEH, et srezerdn ot gu diat
SR orH “3ry HER SR IIFTHET F AI-UIY GATSCS [HITSH & qd U=t il o
mfae g

The Board of Peace is expected to handle funding for the “redevelopment of Gaza” till the
Palestinian Authority has completed a “reform programme”.

IS ATE T § orden ¢ i a8 “Ten & [AiderRr & U 4= & gawin JyTa, 59 9@ fs
Tafe=t wikiewor “gUR Srfew gx1 161 I Al

The U.S. is expected to work with international partners to develop a “temporary”
International Stabilisation Force (ISF) to be deployed in Gaza soon.

AT § 3t & O a8 SARRIPIA WHGRT B 1Y fHreie AT H <My 1l & forg T
SR SRS TR 9 (SMTETHYP) e fid Hem|
The U.S. has been in talks with multiple countries.

AR H% 32N F Ty IIHd PR @8

“We welcome the agreement on the first phase of President Trump’s peace plan. This is
also a reflection of the strong leadership of PM Netanyahu,” he said.

TH YT U Y Aifd JISTHT & Ugel °RU IR §U G BT W B g | I8 TUHAT
ﬁamg%wﬁaam%ﬁuﬁﬁa%r 35 el
Jordan, Greece, Cyprus, and Pakistan also said on Sunday they had received invitations.

Sire+, M, Areu, SR urferar 7 of AaR &) wer s 3 e v gu g
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Trump’s weaponisation of tariffs over
Greenland could undermine NATO
T he Trump administration has vowed to

slap a raft of European countries with a

10% tariff on “any and all goods” begin-
ning on February 1 which is then set to increase
to 25% on June 1, until an agreement is reached
on the U.S. demand to purchase or otherwise ac-
quire the Denmark-administered Arctic territory
of Greenland. The latest round of tariffs will add
to existing 15% U.S.-imposed trade duties on the
countries targeted by the White House, which in-
clude Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, the
Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, and the United
Kingdom. While French President Emmanuel
Macron described the U.S. action as “unaccepta-
ble”, U.K. Prime Minister Keir Starmer said the
move was “completely wrong”. The targeted na-
tions have sent a small number of troops to
Greenland for what they have called a reconnais-
sance mission, essentially for military exercises
that signal and reinforce Europe’s collective com-
mitment to defending the autonomous Arctic ter-
ritory. Such emphasis by the European Union
(EU) clearly reflects concern stemming from the
fact that American troops recently entered Vene-
zuela and kidnapped and transported its Presi-
dent Nicolis Maduro to the U.S., and Mr. Trump
has since gone on record effectively warning that
he might consider intervention — for different
purposes and in different circumstances — in Co-
lombia, Cuba, Mexico and Iran next.

Leaving aside the neo-imperialist impulse that
is implicit in the Trump administration’s plans to
control non-allied nations’ territories based on
the threat of military action, or to bully allies by
weaponising tariffs against them, such actions
are tantamount to a violation of international law,
and in the case of the EU, risk degrading years of
progress made on transatlantic trade agree-
ments. First, there is a serious issue of no legisla-
tive backing by the U.S. Congress and legal basis
for the unilateral action taken by the Trump ad-
ministration in targeting Denmark and other Eu-
ropean countries. Second, the Trump adminis-
tration is likely to face, this week, a judicial ruling
against its use of the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act to impose tariffs across the
board. Third, European nations may bring into
force what is known as the “anti-coercion instru-
ment”, a counter-tarift facility that would limit
the trade of major U.S. tech firms and related ser-
vice providers that conduct significant business
in the EU. Whatever the denouement of this
Trump-made conflict, it will likely take years, if
not decades to heal the worsening transatlantic
rift that has beset the region. Meanwhile a wea-
kened NATO will stand less able to assist Ukraine
in facing off against the depredations of an ag-
gressive Russia on the eastern front. The need of
the hour is enlightened leadership, a far cry from
what is presently on offer in Washington.

Bullying tactics.
YD P IoHIfaAT|

e Trump’s weaponisation of tariffs over Greenland
could undermine NATO.

Wds H AR tariffs F SFRITRBIVT & LT I TY Pt
Hf NATO ) HHSIR TR el g

U.S.—Europe Tariff Dispute and Geopolitical Fallout

IANHI-RIY [P a1 iR YRTe-ifad gHT

e The Trump administration has vowed to slap a raft
of European countries with a 10% tariff on “any and
all goods” beginning on February 1, which is then set
to increase to 25% on June 1, until an agreement is
reached on the U.S. demand to purchase or otherwise
acquire the Denmark-administered Arctic territory of
Greenland.

U U= A QA 3901 & Uh 99 W fsdt oft ofiv
T agaii” W 10% b T &1 Ydbed fordm §, S 1
A S ARLENT SR 1 5[ B 25% qP TG S,
9 q o Fds—ail STHTS GRT YRR SThfed
& 8—a) wien a1 ST SHfEfRd vt ot rafvast

I R s THAT Ta] 6l S|
e The latest round of tariffs will add to existing 15%
U.S.-imposed trade duties on the countries targeted
by the White House, which include Denmark, Finland,
France, Germany, the Netherlands, Norway,
Sweden, and the United Kingdom.
eI BT TG TdaH SR FTEC BT GRT Alad = R
T 71T 15% AR SATIR e T ST
A7d, Te iR gATge s fhrew 2 &
¢ While French President Emmanuel Macron
described the U.S. action as “unacceptable”, U.K.
Prime Minister Keir Starmer said the move was
“completely wrong”.
el Wwid & A Al A 3MRD! HaH B
“3IHTd” TR, T51 foIeT & YU PR TR A
I HGH ! “QI aXe e Hall
e The targeted nations have sent a small number of
troops to Greenland for what they have called a
reconnaissance mission, essentially for military
exercises that signal and reinforce Europe’s
collective commitment to defending the autonomous
Arctic territory.
afrd =it A Meds 7 w0 e & A I 7 7’
I5A <Igl fR o1 §, Jaa: 8= S & fog, ot
T 3Thfed &F B & & Ul JRIT BT ATfeH
AfagdT &1 Ybd 3R Jedrur el 2|

e  Such emphasis by the European Union (EU) clearly reflects concern stemming from the fact
that American troops recently entered Venezuela and kidnapped and transported its
President Nicolas Maduro to the U.S., and Mr. Trump has since gone on record effectively
warning that he might consider intervention—for different purposes and in different
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circumstances—in Colombia, Cuba, Mexico, and Iran next.

TR W (EV) gRT 301 1 98 IR WP ©U ¥ 3 1 &1 g2idr g, s s9 a9 ST gl @
fob reT 81 7 ST Afrept 3 AT H Yo Y IHP YUl FrepTery HIg 1 3(Uev H
38 SrAfv®T & W, iR oft U A 3u% a1g R$bie W T8 Ada! 4 foh 9 gxaa | faaR a
TP 8 Il 3R uRfRUfaat #—srma 1 o Sicifoar, ogar, AfRas! ik 4 7|
Leaving aside the neo-imperialist impulse that is implicit in the Trump administration’s plans
to control non-allied nations’ territories based on the threat of military action, or to bully
allies by weaponising tariffs against them, such actions are tantamount to a violation of
international law, and in the case of the EU, risk degrading years of progress made on
transatlantic trade agreements.

UGRI B ST I GU—N A= PIATS DI YHDB! P YR W R-Fganft
%szﬁ%ﬁ aﬁaﬁﬁvﬁﬁaﬂﬁmgﬁﬁaﬁﬁwwmﬁ@fﬁ YD B U YR DI
qorTelt § Rt 3 SRaTgal SRR ST BT SoeidH ¢ IR EU & THel §
JCTAIEH-UR ATIR FHSNA W T B T I HHGR PR BT SRy @ 6|
First, there is a serious issue of no legislative backing by the U.S. Congress and legal
basis for the unilateral action taken by the Trump administration in targeting Denmark and
other European countries.

ugdl, SRS S R faurht wadF ok S smur &1 iR 3r41g 8, e famr ¢
TR A S99 37R 30 TR =it ) Afeid Rl §U UpeR Bl HRATS Bl ¢ |

Second, the Trump administration is likely to face, this week, a judicial ruling against its use
of the International Emergency Economic Powers Act to impose tariffs across the board.
TR, TU YR Bl Y 9«iTg International Emergency Economic Powers Act & ded gda
[eh T & 3 ITANT & [9%g =aTRes fAufa &1 WEe1 H3A1 IS 9l 5|

Third, European nations may bring into force what is known as the “anti-coercion
instrument”, a counter-tariff facility that would limit the trade of major U.S. tech firms and
related service providers that conduct significant business in the EU.

R, R &1 “Ut-pIeeH ggHe” DI A R Fehd ¢, Sl Ueh FegaR-[ewh SUaRIT 8 3R
Euﬁwﬁwmaﬁu@aﬁhﬁaﬁ?ﬁmﬁtﬁ 3R Heifd TaT werarsii &
TR I Fd Bl

Whatever the denouement of this Trump-made conflict, it will likely take years, if not
decades, to heal the worsening transatlantic rift that has beset the region.

39 ¢u-fAftfa ded o1 sifem ufvumy e ot 1 81, &85 & STeve arcll gt ci-Sedifed
SRR DI WRA H Fyaa: ATel, Tfe GRAPT Y, BT FH |

Meanwhile a weakened NATO will stand less able to assist Ukraine in facing off against the
depredations of an aggressive Russia on the eastern front.

39 19 HHHR NATO Jdf Ui TR SThTS & &I Ge-Tale Bl TH-1 B J gebel Bt
g B § HH &M 7|

The need of the hour is enlightened leadership, a far cry from what is presently on offer in
Washington.

AT TG Bt TIAHAT TGS A ¢, o ARATe J 39 999 Suasy fRUfd I il R ¢
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India-Germany ties can only soar higher

ast week, we witnessed something rather

unusual. Television channels, newspapers

and social media were full of

ages/pictures of two very important leaders —

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and German
Chancellor Friedrich Merz flying kites together in
Ahmedabad, Gujarat. It was quite a contrast to
the other images of this very substantial meeting.
But I actually think that the kite is the perfect
symbol to illustrate where Germany’s partnership
with India is going.

Germany and India have both experienced
strong headwinds in recent months. The eroding
international trade system is a challenge for both
their economies. They both watch the increasing
disregard for international law and the disruption
of the rules-based global order with great worry.
And they both share concerns on the stability in
their neighbourhoods. Both countries want
predictable conditions. This is what they need for
their people to prosper. Based on hard work, on
inventiveness and innovation, on education and
on science. But it is only in stormy conditions that
a good kite flyer shows you what it is capable of —
just like the India-German partnership.

Two countries that have economic heft
Chancellor Merz and Mr. Modi are also the
leaders of the third- and fourth-biggest
economies, respectively, of the world. We are
talking about two economic heavyweights. In a
few years, India will overtake Germany, to
become the undisputed number three in the
world. And let me tell you something: Germany
will celebrate the day this happens. The world
economy is not a zero-sum game, contrary to

Philipp
Ackermann

is the German
Ambassador to India

A kite is the apt
symbol to show
where
Germany’s
partnership with
India is going

what some leaders think. When India profits,
Germany also profits. A stronger Indian economy
means a bigger market for German products, and
a stronger footprint of Indian companies in
Germany spells more competitive products and
services for German businesses and consumers.

One of the central messages of Chancellor
Merz in India was that a free-trade agreement
between Europe and India is what India and
Germany need to propel their economies to the
next level. And to become more resilient against
unpredictable trade wars and supply chain
interruptions. This was Chancellor Merz’s first
visit outside the Western Alliance, and his first
time in India. The invitation to Ahmedabad, to
Mr. Modi’s home State of Gujarat, was a very
special gesture of friendship for Germany. There
was a lot of substance to discuss and decide
upon, but the Chancellor’s personal impressions
of this trip are just as significant.

The basis of the migration partnership

Here is an anecdote of the visit — it might sound
like a small detail, but there is much more to it.
Chancellor Merz had a conversation with young
Indians who were about to move to Germany.
One of these young women had a casual chat
with Mr. Merz in German. This young Indian had
been learning German for only four months. And
T have been struggling with Hindi for four years
now. My excuse is usually “Maf kijie, lekin Hindi
kafi mushkil hai (Sorry, but Hindi is very
difficult”), but I can tell you that learning German
will also feel like a case of brain jogging at times.
The chat that Chancellor Merz had with that
young lady epitomises what I admire so much

India-Germany ties can only soar higher

YRA-STHA Tael dad 3R HATS UR oIl Hbd &

e Last week, we witnessed something rather unusual.
fU3d IR, 391 $B SETH o |
e Television channels, newspapers and social media were full of images/pictures of two very

important leaders — Prime Minister Narendra Modi and German Chancellor Friedrich
Merz flying kites together in Ahmedabad, Gujarat.

AT dd, THTER U SR TIra Hfear & srid Ayt Admsit — gurest TR widl oik
T TR B 76l — 3T gHETENg, ORI § Ty U I8Td §U d6R! ¥ R gU |

about Indians. They are nimble and quick to
adapt, they always have a game plan, and they
know how to get there — with a mix of
perseverance, smartness and sometimes
disarming assertiveness. Many well-established
professional pathways and educational
opportunities around the world are closing up.
But Germany continues to welcome smart, skilled
and spirited Indians. Its migration partnership
with India is built on safe, legal and predictable
migration.

Platinum jubilee of ties

In 2026, Germany is celebrating 75 years of
diplomatic ties with India and I cannot imagine a
better start into this year than this visit. Today,
India and Germany stand closer together than
ever before. Not just because external shocks
brought them closer together, but because in the
previous years, they set a clear strategic direction
for their partnership. In the same sense, [ believe
that the diplomatic anniversary between
Germany and India will set them up for future
success.

A European Union-India-Free Trade
Agreement, a closer defence partnership
between Germany and India, and stronger and
stronger bonds between their people will be the
building blocks for something truly lasting.

Tam convinced that by the end of this year,
when Mr. Modi and his cabinet will travel to
Germany for the biennial Intergovernmental
Consultations, India and Germany will celebrate a
year of significant progress in their bilateral
relations, a year that has started with flying their
kites in the skies of Ahmedabad.

e Chancellor Merz and Mr. Modi are also the leaders of the third- and fourth-biggest

economies, respectively, of the world.

TiaeR Tof 3R ot Wit Hon: fay o Trd ofv Al aaw gt srferawaei & AT 5|
¢ But Germany continues to welcome smart, skilled and spirited Indians.
f T WRTd FRaT B |
¢ Its migration partnership with India is built on safe, legal and predictable migration.

Qe oY o off Aerdl, pere iR

HRA & 91U ST Yara—d

Platinum jubilee of ties

el Y wifeH s

AIRIGRT qfard, ST iR qafgay

AR TR 3R 8|

e In 2026, Germany is celebrating 75 years of diplomatic ties with India and | cannot imagine
a better start into this year than this visit.

2026 &

VTR EATd B H HeoT ot 8T R FoheT|
¢ Today, India and Germany stand closer together than ever before.

3T YR 3R STH uga | el siftre e TS B
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¢ Not just because external shocks brought them closer together, but because in the previous
years, they set a clear strategic direction for their partnership.
P9 3TfAT 81 fb argdt el 7 I e i, sfe 3o fr fUsa auf & 3= o
HFER] & e T Ty YuHifae fa=m @ 1

¢ In the same sense, | believe that the diplomatic anniversary between Germany and India
will set them up for future success.
3t ey &, A1 A B T o ok wRa & o9 g8 e adie 3% ufas 9t wwaar
& fou R St

o A European Union-India Free Trade Agreement, a closer defence partnership between
Germany and India, and stronger bonds between their people will be the building blocks
for something truly Iastlng

T FI-HRd Yo SATYR FAFHE1, S 3R WRA & sta ufAg vam agigR, 3k @i

& d° Aogd "EY B9 IR Iuatsy o1 g gi|
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Govt. is proud of Indian companies
investing abroad: Commerce Minister

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

The government is proud
of the high and growing
amounts of investment In-
dian companies are mak-
ing outside the country,
and is actively encouraging
these companies to make
acquisitions and invest-
ment abroad, Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal said.

The statement comes at
a time when the latest data

shows that outward direct
investment by Indian com-
panies grew nearly 46% to
$20.5 billion in the April-
October 2025 period.

“We are proud of it, we
are encouraging it,” Mr.
Goyal told The Hindu in
response to a query on Fri-
day. “No country has been
successful or has become a
developed country by be-
ing inward looking. You
have to be bold and look at
going across continents,

and expand the frontiers of
your own business.”

The commerce minister
said the government
“strongly encourages” In-
dian businesses to invest
abroad and has made regu-
latory changes to further
enable this. “We have re-
laxed a lot of rules to en-
courage them to acquire
companies world-wide and
to set up manufacturing fa-
cilities world-wide, and to
provide services world-

wide,” Mr. Goyal said.

According to the Re-
serve Bank of India, the
key destinations for out-
ward FDI from India were
Singapore, followed by the
U.S. and the U.A.E., which
together accounted for
more than half of total out-
ward FDI.

The central bank added
that around 90% of the
outward FDI was in finan-
cial, insurance, and busi-
ness services.

Gouvt. is proud of Indian companies investing abroad: Commerce Minister

fadwr A fAd=r #A a1l HRAH $UfAal IR IRPR B 71d: arforsg w4t

e The govemment is proud of the high and growing amounts of investment Indian companies
are making outside the country, and is actively encouraging these companies to make
acquisitions and investment abroad, Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal said.

PR B SV P TIER 9 B IIe HRAT HUHAT gRT fbT &1 38 g d 3R 98 faw R 71d
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e The statement comes at a time when the latest data shows that outward direct investment by
Indian companies grew nearly 46% to $20.5 billion in the AprilOctober 2025 period.
Ig S U GHY 31T § O1F FdIaH s fard § i sridsragar 2025 3afy § YR
S BT STRT g A TTHIT 46% TG 20.5 3R SIER ol 11|

o “We are proud of it, we are encouraging it,” Mr. Goyal told The Hindu in response to a query
on Friday.

%ﬁsﬂwnﬁ% T 3 TiTed R 8 §,” EFAR & U JaId & oiaie H figy Maa 3 ¢
J Tl
¢ “No country has been successful or has become a developed country by being inward

looking. You have to be bold and look at going across continents, and expand the frontiers of
your own business.”

“p1g HY T 3=t TiE TR G T f[IhRId a1 Tl ST 8| 3! Irgd! §IHT1 g,
RIS} & UR ST 81T 3R U= a9 & Si13it &1 faedR 1 gl

e The commerce minister said the government “strongly encourages” Indian businesses to
invest abroad and has made regulatory changes to further enable this.

IO T3 A BT [ WBR YR HaIR B A F =1 S o o “Hergdt 9§ wieanfea
Fall © 3R T SR W&H §9H & o oM@ seamd e e g

o “We have relaxed a lot of rules to encourage them to acquire companies world-wide and to
set up manufacturing facilities world-wide, and to provide services worldwide,” Mr. Goyal
said.

gy Tiad 3 FE, TR S 3y TR W St o1 SifERy 37, fay TR w fafwior gfaurd
RMT B 3R 3%y TR R Ja UgH A & o s oA A ea & g1

e According to the Reserve Bank of India, the key destinations for outward FDI from India
were Singapore, followed by the U.S. and the U.A.E., which together accounted for more
than half of total outward FDI.

YRR Red 9 & SMUR, YR ¥ 911 THS13Ts & U Tiasy RIMR, 39 &g sffvet
3TR qus 3, Sl firerehR Ho STel U1 o1 3Md F o fewan Y

e The central bank added that around 90% of the outward FDI was in financial, insurance, and
business services.
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Nominee vs. legal heir: who
is legally entitled to funds?

If a nominee has been appointed for a bank account, the bank may release funds to the nominee;

however, ownership of those funds follows inheritance law, or a Will, not the nomination form

Vaishali R. Venkat

e must plan
for the
seamless
transfer of
our money and assets to
those we intend to leave
them to after our demise.
Unfortunately, many people
mistakenly assume that
merely nominating some-
one for each asset is suffi-
cient and nomination per se
automatically transfers ow-
nership to the nominee af-
ter the death of the account
holder or asset owner. In
reality, asset ownership
works very differently.

Who is a nominee?

Let’s say Karthik appointed
his 21-year-old daughter,
Sudha, as the nominee for
all bank deposits and sav-
ings account. This means
Sudha is merely the desig-
nated person to receive the
money from the bank after
Karthik’s demise; she is not
the sole owner of the funds
released by the bank. In oth-
er words, nomination en-
sures a smooth and hassle-
free release of funds by the
institution, but does not
confer ownership.

Legally, in most cases, a
nominee merely acts as a
custodian or trustee, receiv-
ing or holding the money or
asset on behalf of the legal
heirs who are the rightful
owners under the inheri-
tance law. For instance, as-
sume Karthik is also sur-
vived by his mother, wife
and a son. In that case, the
mother, wife, his son and
daughter are all his legal

@

In most cases, a nominee
acts as a custodian or
trustee, receiving or
holding money/asset on
behalf of legal heirs who
are rightful owners
under succession law

heirs and legally entitled to
his monies and assets. The-
refore, though the bank may
hand over the funds/assets
to his daughter, who is a no-
minee, the legal heirs are
entitled to claim their lawful
share in accordance with
the succession law. In short,
the nominee acts only as a
custodian, whereas owner-
ship of the funds or assets
vests in the legal heirs.

Why nominee is paid?
After the demise of an ac-
count holder, the bank/fi-
nancial institution releases
the funds to the nominee to
avoid delays and adminis-
trative complications. They
are more concerned with
the seamless transfer of
funds; questions of owner-
ship are beyond their pur-
view. Payment to the nomi-
nee enables the bank to
close the account and dis-
charge its responsibility.

However, such payment
neither determines/transf-
ers ownership of the funds
nor overrides legal heir
rights under respective suc-
cession laws.

Who is a legal heir?

Alegal heir is the one who is
entitled to inherit the mo-
ney/assets of the deceased
person under succession
law or a valid Will. In short,

@

Nomination eases fund
transfer but does not
determine ownership.
With just nomination,
money/assets may not
be distributed/
transferred as intended

they are the rightful legal
owners of the funds. In Kar-
thik’s case, his mother, wife,
son and daughter are all le-
gal heirs.

Legal heirs are deter-
mined by personal laws
such as the Hindu Succes-
sion Act, Indian Succession
Act, the Muslim Personal
Law (Shariat) Application
Act, 1937 or any other ap-
plicable inheritance laws.

The Hindu Succession
Act is applicable to Hindus,
Jains, Buddhists, Sikhs, and
includes Virashaiva, a Lin-
gayat or a follower of the
Brahmo, Prarthana or Arya
Samaj. The Indian Succes-
sion Act applies to Chris-
tians and Parsis and, by im-
plication, to Jews and others
not governed by the Hindu
or Muslim personal law. For
Muslims in India, inheri-
tance and succession mat-
ters are governed by the
Muslim Personal Law.

In the absence of a valid
Will, these laws determine
who the heirs are and the
proportion in which they
are entitled to inherit the
deceased person’s assets.
Where a valid Will exists, it
governs inheritance, but
succession laws apply to as-
sets not covered by the Will
or where the Will cannot le-
gally operate.

In Karthik’s case, if he

passed away without leav-
ing a valid Will, the manner
in which his money and as-
sets are distributed to his le-
gal heirs will be determined
by the applicable succession
law based on his religion. If
Karthik is a Hindu, then, as
per the Hindu Succession
Act, his mother, wife, son,
and daughter would inherit
his assets as legal heirs in
the manner prescribed un-
der that law, irrespective of
who is named as the nomi-
nee. Therefore, even if Kar-
thik had appointed his
daughter Sudha as the no-
minee, such nomination
would not make her the sole
owner of the funds or as-
sets, nor would it confer full
ownership upon her.

What if there is a Will?
If Karthik had executed a va-
lid Will, his assets would be
distributed in accordance
with the Will, and the provi-
sions of the Hindu Succes-
sion Act would apply only to
any property not covered by
the Will.

Succession laws would
apply only to assets not co-
vered by the Will or where
the Will is invalid or incapa-
ble of being given effect to.
Nomination eases fund
transfer and does not deter-
mine ownership. Relying
only on nomination is not
estate planning and money/
assets may not be distribut-
ed/transferred as intended.
Note: while nomination
rules and succession laws
apply to most financial as-
sets, insurance cover oper-
ates differently.

(The writer is an NISM &
CRISIL-certified Wealth Man-
ager and certified in NISM’s
Research Analyst module)
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Nominee vs. legal heir: who is legally entitled to funds?

AP d ST ST aIRE: B ST U A 47 BT §PER 87

¢ |f anominee has been appointed for a bank account, the bank
may release funds to the nominee; however, ownership of those
funds follows inheritance law, or a Will, not the nomination form.
Ife; {5t S @ma & for Arifera safed fAged fPar man g, &
% Y AITpd AfdT $I TR HR Tl §; BT, 39 4= B
Wi fRRa s a1 9 Wga & S aR 81 8, 7 fs AmieA
Bid & IR

o We must plan for the seamless transfer of our money and
assets to those we intend to leave them to after our demise.
B U YT SR WU FT G §EATART 34 AN DI G & 11T AioTT ST MR T oo ferg
T 38 30 g & 91C BIS I8 5 |

e Unfortunately, many people mistakenly assume that merely nominating someone for each
asset is sufficient and nomination per se automatically transfers ownership to the
nominee after the death of the account holder or asset owner. In reality, asset ownership
works very differently.
GUIIART, B AN A I A dd & [ dhad U GUfd & forg fheit &I Arwifesd s yaf
2 IR TS WU Wi U | Wi RIF|Rd @R 3T § TaYRS 1 Gk A a1
qg & 916 | IRAfADHaT H, Tufy &7 T Sgd 3ie & Bl 6

Who is a nominee?

Arifea Afdd B 372

o Let's say Karthik appointed his 21-year-old daughter, Sudha, as the nominee for all bank
deposits and savings accounts. This means Sudha is merely the designated person to
receive the money from the bank after Karthik’s demise; she is not the sole owner of the
funds released by the bank.
= o i wifde 3 st 21 affa 38, gur, & 9t S S SR I wal & forg Amifed
o | ST aad § o gut Haa Fruifya safe 8 < wifde @1 g & a1 36 9 o7 U
HT; I8 9 GRT SIRT 6 &1 THAS TS o1 ¢ |

¢ In other words, nomination ensures a smooth and hassle-free release of funds by the
institution, but does not confer ownership.

TR (3! B, ATHIS TR RT U & T 3R f371 W=t & 9t g9 &1 GAida s
©, i WifH@ UG ol dal

e Legally, in most cases, a nominee merely acts as a custodian or trustee, receiving or
holding the money or asset on behalf of the legal heirs who are the rightful owners under the
inheritance law.

BT T W, RHTRT I §, Th AHifohd Afad dhad He® AT ewel & U & BRI Bl 6,
S ¢ 1 Uy B BT TR &1 SR W UITd a1 YROT el 7, S farTead S & dgd
JRAfID HIferd 81 &

e For instance, assume Karthik is also survived by his mother, wife, and a son. In that case,
the mother, wife, his son and daughter are all his legal heirs and legally entitled to his
monies and assets.

IaTeRN & forg, A o T Sifcles & AT, ueit 3R U der off Shifad &1 39 R &, =f, edt, der
MR A Tt 35 BT A § SR 3% ¢F 3R Fufd & SN heR ¢ |

e Therefore, though the bank may hand over the funds/assets to his daughter, who is a
nominee, the legal heirs are entitled to claim their lawful share in accordance with the
succession law.

Yo, BT dab o=/AURy Ut act, St o ATHiford ©, P1 AU Uhdl 5, BT TRl B
I BT e 7 3rar B BT ATIBR B IR B & 38R |

¢ In short, the nominee acts only as a custodian, whereas ownership of the funds or assets

vests in the legal heirs.
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T&Y A, AHiPd e Bad W& b U H S Bl 8, & U= IT HUf~l BT Wi
S A & T g g |

Why is the nominee paid?

@1 YT ) fopaT ST 32

After the demise of an account holder, the bank/financial institution releases the funds to
the nominee to avoid delays and administrative complications.

WAYRS B! GG & a1C, B/TAIT TR ¢ HY THifbd TR DI TR B! € i faed i
YR Sfeadren ¥ 991 o 9 |

They are more concerned with the seamless transfer of funds; questions of ownership are
beyond their purview.

q Y- & G gEIaRYT & Ul 31 fifad 81 8; Wi & U 39% SR 87 & aex ¢ |

Payment to the nominee enables the bank to close the account and discharge its
responsibility.

THiferd e B YT B I o BI WTaT dg B SR Ut et gft &1 & 7ee
firereht g

However, such payment neither determines/transfers ownership of the funds nor overrides
Iegal heir rights under respective succession laws.

, U1 T & 7 T TURATATRE 8l ST 3R Jaferd faRrad S & dga
a?la?ﬁmﬁ?ﬁ%?eﬂﬁao‘lﬁaﬁ JIIRRIZS 5] el

Who is a legal heir?

B AT B 82

A legal heir is the one who is entitled to inherit the money/assets of the deceased person
under succession law or a valid Will.

TS ST a1 98 & O fava 1A a1 410 it & ded 4d fad ) ety
ﬁmﬁ H UM &7 SRBR B
In short, they are the rlghtful legal owners of the funds.
TAT D, 3 4 % T SR At 2 2
In Karthik’s case, his mother, wife, son and daughter are all legal heirs.
PIfdiep & AHA B, SAEN T, U, FeT 3R AT T B A B
Legal heirs are determined by personal laws such as the Hindu Succession Act, Indian
Succession Act, the Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act, 1937 or any other
applicable inheritance laws.
B A 70 5T S § safaraird ) o fig Swifver siftfeaw, yRdia
SWIUSR fifraw, gieaa wiva af [ ifvan) vierds=r e, 1937 o fash s an
ORI BT & SR
The Hindu Succession Act is applicable to Hindus, Jains, Buddhists, Sikhs, and includes
Virashaiva, Lingayat, or a follower of the Brahmo, Prarthana or Arya Samaj.

féa aifferam @ 81 2 fifg, 9N, S, Ria TR ok 3o 2 § 4,
fRivraa, o sren, A ar o JHTe & S|

The Indian Succession Act applies to Christians and Parsis and, by implication, to Jews
and others not governed by the H|ndu or Muslim personal law.

BT 8 T8 3NR U | 3R dAlpiierd ¥U ¥ 39 ygfeal
mmmmmﬁmmmmmﬁm|

For Muslims in India, inheritance and succession matters are governed by the Muslim
Personal Law.

gﬁwﬁ%@,maﬁvm%mmmwmﬁﬁﬁa
|

In the absence of a valid Will, these laws determine who the heirs are and the proportion in
which they are entitled to |nher|t the deceased person’s assets.

TS aY THgd 31 SRR &, ¥ B 79 B § [ B a1 € ok [ squra 3 g
Hfad &) Fuly &1 gheR B
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Where a valid Will exists, it governs inheritance, but succession laws apply to assets not
covered by the Will or where the Will cannot legally operate.
wiel U 9y ifad Hivie ©, I8 faRTea o) i B B, At SARITIPR ST S Ui
W AN 8 & o airad # 2ifiret 76l € a1 oiel auiiad S U § ang el 8 Gobd |
In Karthik’s case, if he passed away without leaving a valid Will, the manner in which his
money and assets are distributed to his legal heirs will be determined by the applicable
succession law based on his religion.
Fifded & A H, Tfe I g o1 ay -t 8IS g8, @ I o 3R TURY &l 37
BT Al § fGaRd e &1 RIPT 3D YH & SR AR STRTUBR BT gRT i
fobam Sre |
If Karthik is a Hindu, then, as per the Hindu Succession Act, his mother, wife, son, and
daughter would inherit his assets as legal heirs in the manner prescribed under that law,
irrespective of who is named as the nominee.
ofe wifde fEg €, i fig Savifter sififfram & S/ uR, 37! AT, uelt, deT 3R 3&t 37
gvﬁ-ﬁmm%mﬁwmﬁaﬁfaaﬂ%ﬁm@ﬁ a1e Aifed safdd &

I
Therefore, even if Karthik had appointed his daughter Sudha as the nominee, such
nomination would not make her the sole owner of the funds or assets, nor would it confer full
ownership upon her.
TTME, Yl g1 Bl 3 U=t 9T JuT ! ATHifRd safad e foar g, THT AHie- 39 o a1
Fufy ! THHT AT 81 a1, 7 81 39 39 R Yol W1 UeH FHRdl g |

What if there is a Will?

gfe i g of | m?

If Karthik had executed a valid Will, his assets would be distributed in accordance with the
Will, and the provisions of the Hindu Succession Act would apply only to any property not
covered by the Will.

gfe Fifddes A Y aeftad §1E B, Y 379! Hufy aviiga & orfuR faalkd gich, ok fig
IR ARITTH B 4RT Haet 37 Jufwt R ar] it ot aefiaa & 2nfere 77 ]
Succession laws would apply only to assets not covered by the Will or where the Will is
invalid or incapable of being given effect to. ]

SWRINVSR ST Had 3 WUrdl IR ARLEH Sl auirad § M 61 € a1 gl aurad 3 §
g1 ford ] 181 o i Hebel|

Nomination eases fund transfer and does not determine ownership. Relying only on
nomination is not estate planning and money/assets may not be distributed/transferred
as intended.

AR U SEITARUT Bl SMTRATH ITdT @ 3NR WIed a9 g} $Idl | Hael AHip— U
m@lﬂwmw&rtﬁwqﬁéaﬁ?ﬂﬂmﬁ 3nifera afier | faafrarur=iafya a8) 8t
[

Note: while nomination rules and succession laws apply to most financial assets,
insurance cover operates differently.

Hte: Safe sfieix faddia Uil W Arie P R SWIRGR S ar e ¢, S
P (T RIb T BH HRAT G|
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Two children die due to GBS

Two children die due to GBS in M.P.’s

in M.P’s Neemuch district Neemuch district

Au;!c)rmes !ave swung into action after the e m & = | 3 I E' | GBS ﬁ a

death of two children due to the Gullian-Barré a?r.ﬁ' H‘ﬂ' 'FﬁT-I'
Syndrome (GBS), an immunological nerve
disorder, in Madhya Pradesh’s Neemuch district ,  Aythorities have swung into action after the

and detection of 18 cases over the past few days, yeath of two children due to the Gullian-Barré
officials said on Sunday. Manasa sub-divisional  gyndrome (GBS), an immunological nerve

magistrate Kiran Anjana told The Hindu that a
special ward had been established at the Civil
Hospital for new patients and existing patients

disorder, in Madhya Pradesh’s Neemuch
district and detection of 18 cases over the past
few days, officials said on Sunday.

had been referred to bigger hospitals. SifRrepTre 3 @ a=a &t qu_a% Rigiw (GBS)

S U UfeR e o7 | JeT diyel AR 8, 4 7
YN & g fordt & Hid ik fred o =1 & 18 el & A 3 & §1g HRATS = B
&8, sifieiival 3 AR & HeTl

Manasa sub-divisional magistrate Kiran Anjana told The Hindu that a special ward had

been established at the Civil Hospital for new patients and existing patients had been

referred to bigger hospitals.

T Su-faurtta afsRee favor sier = g fég &1 arn & =g v & forw Rifaa

gmaﬁwﬁﬁqaﬁwﬁaﬁmw% 3R HieleT TS &1 99 SRuaTel | B T T
I

Guillain-Barré Syndrome
Guillain-Barré Syndrome is a rare neurological disorder in which the body’s immune
system mistakenly attacks the peripheral nerves. This leads to muscle weakness,

numbness, and sometimes paralysis.

Why does it happen?

How does it affect the body?

e GBS usually occurs after an infection, when the immune system gets confused
and attacks nerves instead of germs.

e Common triggers include

Respiratory infections

Gastrointestinal infections (especially diarrhea)

Viral infections like influenza, dengue, Zika, COVID-19

o)
o)
o
o Rarely after surgery or vaccination

e Damage to the myelin sheath or nerve fibers
e Slowing or blocking of nerve signal transmission
e Muscles fail to receive proper signals from the brain
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Why participatory science is crucial
to tackling coconut root wilt disease

Phyto

induced root wilt disease has destroyed lay
India’s coconut production: coconut palms that display tolerance under hi

tracts of coconut-growing areas in Karnataka, Tamil Nadu. and Kerala which t
i ssure and intense vector load hold the key to combati

ther account for around 82-83% of

R. Ranjit Kumar

oconut is one of the largest
horticultural crops in
peninsular India, and an
increasing number of farmers
up coconut plantations due to a
Tack of abour availability and the
intensive attention required to raise
annual crops.

‘The three States of Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu, and Kerala together account for
about 82-83 % of India’s coconut
production. Coconut is not only ('ulmrally
interwoven but also defines the la
of regions like Alappuuzha and Pollachi,
known for their pristine beauty.

Now, this carefully cultivated imagery
is under threat from a microscopic
adversary: phytoplasma. Specifically,
phytoplasma-induced root wilt disease
has destroyed large tracts of traditional
coconut-growing areas in these three
States.

Rapid expansion
Root wilt disease is a debilitating
condition. It is classified as a non-fatal
disease and was first identified more than
a century and a half ago in Erattupetta in
Kerala. More than 150 years of sustained
scientific research at the Central
Plantation Crops Research Institute
(CPCRI), Kayamkulam, has yet to yield a
definitive cure.

The disease spreads through insect
vectors, aided by the movement of wind
and uninterrupted stretches of coconut
plantations. While the disease has existed
for decades, its spread used to be limited.
Today, its rapid expansion has caught
‘many farmers unpi

In fact both farmers and the scientific
community concur that erratic
temperatures, especially extremes, and
the rise of new sucking pests, particularly

Shent battle: Coconuttrees at

varieties. Farmers who have religiously
followed the recommended practices
contend that these measures have done
little to prevent the spread of the disease.

Poliachi of Tami

The government and the
scientific community must ensure
that v and

adapted varieties suited to specific
agro-climatic conditions.

action

Once a tree s infested, sympt
only after a prolonged incubation period,
and often vary, since they are
superimposed with those of other
diseases such as leaf decay.

The tree quickly becomes
unproductive, sheds allits nuts, and
assumes a distorted appearance. Even if

whiteflies,
its spread. The combined effect of abiotic
stress induced by climate change and
biotic stress from emerging pests has
rendered coconut palms increasingly
susceptible to root wilt disease. Once a
few palms are infected in a region,
sufficient inoculum builds up to hasten
further spread. Recent assessments
indicate that more than 30 lakh coconut
palms have already been affected across
mMajor coconut-growing regions.

In areas such as Pollachi, where
farmers have prospered by adopting
intercropping systems in coconut
plantations with shade-loving permanent
crops like cocoa and nutmeg, the
situation has turned into a double
disaster. Without the shade of the coconut
canopy, cocoa and nutmeg trees simply
succumb to thermal stress.

A successful tool
Research institutions have attempted to
address this plight through two broad
approaches: first by developing
standardised integrated cultivation
practices using a judicious mix of organic
and inorganic inputs, and second by
developing resistant and tolerant

is not it i fatal, the
palm continues to act as a source of
pathogen inoculum. The phytoplasma
challenge is not confined to coconut
alone. The spread of yellow leaf disease in
arecanut across parts of Karnataka serves
as a parallel reminder of how

v are
pursued in all earnestness
to confront the menace

threatening coconut cultivation

standing in farmers’ fields within highly
infested endemic zones. Coconut palms
that display tolerance under high
inoculum pressure and intense vector
load hold the key to combating
phytoplasma.

A participatory approach to selection
oﬂ‘en a credible p:uhmy w0 addn»»mg

Given the rapid expansion of root wilt
disease into new frontiers, mirroring the
trajectory of whitefly, which was once
confined to a few pockets in western
‘Tamil Nadu but is now a pan-india pest,
time is of the essence. Farmers whose
palms are slected fo breeding can skso
nefit ity mechanisms
(-nvlsloned under the Protection of Plant
Vanencs and Farmers’ Rights Act while
ouraged to establish nurseries to
mnlnply planung ‘material at scale to
replace the vast number of palms being
felled.
and th ific

vector-borne palm di silently
expand when early, field-based
interventions are inadequate.
Kayamkulam has released one

resistant and three tolerant varieties.
Institutions such as the Tamil Nadu
Agricultural University and the Coconut
Development Board (CDB) multiply these
varieties, but production has been limited
to only a few thousand seedlings a year.

ling resistant and tolerant
vancnes remains one of the most
successful tools for
phytoplasma, as demonsualcd by the

of success in ad

phytoplasma-related diseases in palms
across the globe, from the Caribbean to
Africa. Steps can be taken to import such

1] ('onslraxm
and breeding
resistant and tolerant varieties. In highly
infested regions, systematic i

must, therefore, place
renewed faith in citizen science and

selection of coconut palms, combined

ensure that participatory selection and
participatory breeding am purwed inall

with ,
undertaken with farmers playing a central
rol

With appropriate training, farmers can
be enabled to identify potentially tolerant
palms and can be instructed on the
importance of careful, long-term
observation and record-keeping. This
would significantly reduce the burden on
scientific institutions while generating
richer, field-relevant datasets.

Once tolerant or resistant palms are
identified and validated, they can be
inducted into decentralised breedmg

varieties under strict
protocols for field evaluation.

However, a more prudent and
sustainable approach would be to tap into
the reservoir of genetic wealth already

allowing S
independent <election and evaluation
efforts to proceed simultaneously under
scientific supervision. Such an approach

also enables the isolation of locally

menace threatening cocamn cultivation.
Addressing root wilt at this scale
requires coordinated institutional action.
Central agencies such as CPCRI and the
CDB must work closely with the
agricultural universities of Kerala, Tamil
u, and Karnataka. Fragmented
research efforts and parallel trials no
longer suffice in the face of a
fast-spreading phytoplasma threat. A
shared framework for data, evaluation,
and field validation is essential to
translate participatory science into
impact.
(R. Ranjit Kumar is managing director,
Pollachi Nutmeg Farmer Producer
Company, and ICAR-JARI Innovative
Farmer Awardee. ranjitkct@gmail.com)

THE GIST

-

Root wilt disease is a
debilitating condition and is
classified as a non-fatal disease

-

The disease spreads through
insect vectors, aided by the
movement of wind and
uninterrupted stretches of
coconut plantations

-

The combined effect of abiotic
stress induced by climate
change and biotic stress from
emerging pests has rendered
coconut palms increasingly
susceptible to root wilt disease
-

Breeding resistant and tolerant
varieties remains one of the
‘most successful tools for
‘managing phytoplasma

Why participatory science is crucial to tackling coconut root wilt disease

Tiivae we faee I A Fued ¥ Jgurtt fage «if aeayui @

o Phytoplasma-induced root wilt disease has destroyed large tracts of coconut-growing
areas in Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, and Kerala which together account for around 82-83% of
India’s coconut production.

Sifrd T e faee A1 3 FAfed, altrerg ok Fa § A1fvgd A ard 98 &)
BT F 31 2, O FIa WRE & TR SeaTe P T 82-83% FeaT v |

o Coconut palms that display tolerance under high inoculum pressure and intense vector

load hold the key to combating phytoplasma.

TITe & U o S SHipaH gard 3R dig deex @l & dgd He-eiierdn fawd 8, a8t
BIZSIETHT § e &1 Foil @ B

Coconut and Root Wilt Disease

T 3R *e faee I/

e Coconut is one of the largest horticultural crops in peninsular India, and an increasing
number of farmers are taking up coconut plantations due to a lack of labour availability and
the intensive attention required to raise annual crops.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
info@patrioticias.in

Email Id
Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in -

Page3 6



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

TN UE HRd 3t I92 931 IS B 1 9 U ©, 3R 49 B HHI qUT aIid
Bl B I H o a1t eI ST & HRUT fHIM doit ¥ RIS IFTHT Bl U1 IR &

o The three States of Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, and Kerala together account for about 82-83%
of India’s coconut production.

FHled, AT 3R PYa— I IT TR URd & NI TG BT TTHT 82-83%
INTEH PR g |

e Coconut is not only culturally interwoven but also defines the landscape of regions like
Alappuzha and Pollachi, known for their pristine beauty.
TIRTT Pad ARPHIP T & &1 é’rﬂ‘aﬁg Sfceh ST 3R iewT S &5t & ufve=a &t
vy f srar g, a‘rmﬁﬁﬂaw%ﬁuﬁa%

o Now, this carefully cultivated imagery is under threat from a microscopic adversary:
phytoplasma.
39 Ig AU [AHRId $I T B T J&T IF: BISeITSHl & HRU Gk 1 ¢

e Specifically, phytoplasma-induced root wilt disease has destroyed large tracts of
traditional coconut-growing areas in these three States.
fARIY FU ¥, WIgI@IHT-SI-d ¢ faee IR A 37 dH I8l & URURS ATRId ST ard
Al ¥ 9 RR B Ay PR e R

Rapid expansion
e TR

* Root wilt disease is a debilitating condition.
w¢ faee A Ue god A arelt R R

e ltis classified as a non-fatal disease and was first identified more than a century and a half
ago in Erattupetta in Kerala.

R-°ra® A & T § aiiferd frar T g 3R 33 3¢ 9l [ 3P ugd Hed & wegusT

H ugell IR UgEHI T ATl

e More than 150 years of sustained scientific research at the Central Plantation Crops
Research Institute (CPCRI), Kayamkulam, has yet to yield a definitive cure.
FE W B SIHYUM TR (CPCRI), FTAHEH H 150 T8 T MR & R
IS YU & drave onf aw ¥ sars ¢ ra o g1

e The disease spreads through insect vectors, aided by the movement of wind and
uninterrupted stretches of coconut plantations.

Tg I PIT aTed! & AeH A adT 8, o gar &t 71fa 3iR A1fvaa arm=t 9t fARar ufgar
TRl SRl 51

o While the disease has existed for decades, its spread used to be limited.
I T8 A7 SRHI | WSS 7, T Ua SUHT YR M T8 41|

o Today, its rapid expansion has caught many farmers unprepared.

3{TS 3TPT a TRIR B [P Bl {941 Rt & UH1fad HR W3

e In fact, both farmers and the scientific community concur that erratic temperatures,
especially extremes, and the rise of new sucking pests, particularly whiteflies, have
significantly accelerated its spread.

I ¥, fram SR deri=e SHer aiFl 39 91 IR 80 & 1o Sf=afid argar, favive
eI ®R, 3R AT TP Blel—aRY ¥ I Ylbg AfRTA—P 96 I SUHT AR HTH
CERRIEIES

e The combined effect of abiotic stress induced by climate change and biotic stress from
emerging pests has rendered coconu alms increasingly susceptible to root wilt disease.
Saarg I 3T 3rfad IURA Pl W g a1at Afdew a1 & Tgad guE A
W%ﬁ@ﬁwﬁwﬁn%ﬁ%ﬁm&ﬂaw%m%

e Once a few palms are infected in a region, sufficient inoculum builds up to hasten further
spread.

?}%ﬁwﬁ@%wﬁaaﬁﬁmmwm% S 3T & TR P A B
|

¢ Recent assessments indicate that more than 30 lakh coconut palms have already been
affected across major coconut-growing regions.
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gIferan el & Tabd i & i uie Tiad Sares &3 § 30 ar@ | e ARaa & Us
U8 € gHIfAd 81 I B

In areas such as Pollachi, where farmers have prospered by adopting intercropping
systems in coconut plantations with shade-loving permanent crops like cocoa and
nutmeg, the situation has turned into a double disaster.

gieaTdt o &5 §, S fbel A IRTd SATHl E SR ad JoIelt SioHTe STaT-firg Rirdt
B! oY BId 3R TAEd S T urs ff, R 3@ et amuer 59 TS B

Without the shade of the coconut canopy, cocoa and nutmeg trees simply succumb to
thermal stress.

TS B TIBT & o1, B! 3R STaFd & U Ald ST 919 o1 RIHR 81 91 ||

A successful tool
Th b d JIYAd

Research institutions have attempted to address this plight through two broad approaches:
first by developing standardised integrated cultivation practices using a judicious mix of
organic and inorganic inputs, and second by developing resistant and tolerant varieties.

SFHYH R A 39 FHET Y Fue & fog < s1ue Surd $u- &1 U fobar &: ugel,
Wifa® 3R 3rifde 3AYe & Tdferd e @ AFSied taipa Qdt usfaal fAwRid &=,
3R gy, uferielt iR we-=ite fred fawiRa x|
Farmers who have religiously followed the recommended practices contend that these
measures have done little to prevent the spread of the disease.
S foramit 3 SrRiRId Usfaat o1 ot fmT @ urer 3 8, ST Be1 © & 37 Sud A I &
TR &1 A § §gd HH A el 21
Once atree is infested, symptoms appear only after a prolonged incubation period, and
often vary, since they are superimposed with those of other diseases such as leaf decay.
T IR §d DTS U Fehiird 81 Sl 8, ol T&I01 had da FHSHIH HTd & 91 G@Ts ad 8, 3R
SRR i 81 €, I 3 i f&d St e et & wreront & Tr firet Sa B
The tree quickly becomes unproductive, sheds all its nuts, and assumes a distorted
appearance.
U3 e €t SrIeTe® B ST 8, 30 T+t et kT 2aT B, 3R SuwT Wy fagpd g S B
Even if the disease is not immediately fatal, the palm continues to act as a source of
pathogen inoculum.
"o g I8 I Xd uTa® A 81, Rt a1e &1 U e g ad & 9 S8l g |
The phytoplasma challenge is not confined to coconut alone.
B g bact AT do Jfed el 1
The spread of yellow leaf disease in arecanut across parts of Karnataka serves as a
parallel reminder of how vector-borne palm diseases can silently expand when early, field-
based interventions are inadequate.
FHlcd & $o W T U & At i I F1 TR 39 91 &) GHFRR 316 feardn § & o
gﬁﬁm &-3meTfYd &Y AT §d €, ) AgH-SIf~Id a1S T vy UHR JUa™ Shdl T
I

CPCRI Kayamkulam has released one resistant and three tolerant varieties.
CPCRI UG aH - Te Rt iR i we-=iia fred ot a1 €1
Institutions such as the Tamil Nadu Agricultural University and the Coconut Development
Board (CDB) multiply these varieties, but production has been limited to only a few
thousand seedlings a year.

P fayfaerea sk Tifvaa faera A1 (cbB) S TRt 37 et &1 TAR et
g, Aft SdTe Fad o gaR wel ufd adf a& & Hfd w18
Breeding resistant and tolerant varieties remains one of the most successful tools for
managing phytoplasma, as demonstrated by the high degree of success in addressing
phytoplasma-related diseases in palms across the globe, from the Caribbean to Africa.
wfeRieh 3R We-I=ia fohel &1 Yo wIgeiwreHt Uee & U 9ed 9wa = § 9 06
ST g1 &, o1 o RIS | 3t d gfar R | aret o wigeIweH-geferd I0n § fuea
¥ fireh S wherar 9 Wy B
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Steps can be taken to import such varieties under strict quarantine protocols for field
evaluation.

wﬂ&g&%mm%mmmm%m&mw&mm
Eil |

However, a more prudent and sustainable approach would be to tap into the reservoir of
genetic wealth already standlng in farmers’ fields within highly infested endemic zones.

g, 31w fadeyut 3R T ef¥®ivr a5 g fos srafies Twfera wirfee &=t & famat
F Gl 7 Ugd q Aivle SMTIERI® TYuer & HIR &I IudiT fhar S|

Coconut palms that display tolerance under high inoculum pressure and intense vector
load hold the key to combating phytoplasma.

3 TIRTS & U off = SNPEH <a1d 3R i qTeP YR & Sdolg AeARIerdT QN &,
B IS I gobTad 31 peil 16d g

: light's right OfWEly Visibility: light's right of

way

Vasudevan Mukunth 4 r. <Gdl: YR IR BT Glﬁw
l n weather science, ‘visibility’ is a .qTrf

colloquial term for a quantity
called the meteorological optical =
range. It’s defined as the distance a

Visibility in Weather Science

beam of light can travel through the HH fagm= o e=adr
atmosphere before its intensity drops
to 5% of its original value. N In weather science

In an older time, a human observer
would stand at a point and look for
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¢ In the direction version, a transmitter shoots a laser beam at a receiver located a specific
distance away (often 20—-75 m).

fafr &, ve ciaric awR fvur o1 te Fidd gt R Ryd ReflaR & ofR O g, S
U 20-75 Hex g 5|
e The receiver measures exactly how much light made it across.
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¢ |n the indirect version, a transmitter projects a beam of light past a receiver, not directly at it.
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e Ifthe airis clear, the receiver sees nothing.
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o |[f there’s fog or dust, the particles scatter the light, deflecting some into the receiver.
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o The amount of scattered light is converted into a visibility distance.
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¢ The India Meteorological Department also classifies visibility depending on smog (i.e.

smoke + fog) intensity.
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e This scheme ranges from 500-1,000 m for ‘shallow fog’ to less than 50 m for ‘very dense

fog’.
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e On Sunday, the visibility in Delhi had dropped to ‘poor’, i.e. 50-200 m.
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Questions and Answers to the January 15 edition
of the daily quiz: 1. In 1974, ISRO acquired
technology from France in exchange for 100 man-years
of engineering work, helping produce parts for this
European rocket. Ans: Ariane

2. To steer the massive first stage, the PSLV injects this
chemical solution into one side of the nozzle’s exhaust
flow. Ans: Strontium perchlorate

3. In February 2017, the PSLV-C37 mission set a world
record by launching 104 satellites in a single flight.
This SpaceX mission broke the record. Ans:
Transporter-1

4. Instead of discarding the PSLV's fourth stage (P54)
as debris, ISRO often repurposes it as a stabilised
orbital platform called POEM. Expand POEM. Ans:
PSLV Orbital Experiment Module

5. The PSLV rocket’s first stage solid motor is encased
in steel. Ans: Maraging

Visual: Between the SLV and the PSLV programmes,
ISRO ran this programme for seven years. Ans:
Augmented Satellite Launch Vehicle

Early Birds: Tito Shiladitya| Haridas Pal| Sukdev Shet|
Gaurav Deshmukh| K.N. Viswanathan

o TxgdT @RI 907 § Ugd T8 2, $rufd 50-200 Hiex |

QUIZ: ISRO-France Technology Exchange (1974)

* In 1974, the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO)
acquired advanced space and rocket-related technology
from France.

« This acquisition took place through a technology-for-services
exchange, not a direct financial transaction.

* India offered 100 man-years of engineering work to
European space agencies.

* In return, ISRO gained access to critical launch vehicle
design, systems integration, and manufacturing know-how.
* The collaboration directly supported the development of the
European Ariane launch vehicle.

* ISRO had achieved success with sounding rockets and was
preparing for satellite launch capability.

* India lacked experience in heavy launch vehicles, cryogenic
propulsion, and large-scale rocket integration.

France as a Strategic Space Partner

* France emerged as one of India’s earliest and most

dependable partners in space cooperation.

* Collaboration between ISRO and France began in the 1960s, including cooperation at Thumba
Equatorial Rocket Launching Station.

* France’s space ecosystem later became part of the broader European Space Agency (ESA)

framework.
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The Ariane Launch Vehicle

* Ariane is a family of European expendable launch vehicles developed to provide independent
access to space for Europe.

* Indian engineers assisted in design support and production of rocket components.
» Exposure included structural systems, propulsion subsystems, and integration
methodologies.

Strontium Perchlorate and Steering of the PSLV First Stage

» The Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) uses a special method to steer its massive first
stage, which is powered by a solid rocket motor.

» Solid rocket motors generate very high thrust but do not allow easy thrust modulation or nozzle
movement.

 To overcome this limitation, ISRO uses a chemical-based steering technique that is called
Strontium perchlorate.

PSLV First Stage

* The first stage of PSLV is called PS1 (S139).

* It uses around 139 tonnes of solid propellant.

* This stage provides the initial high thrust needed to lift the rocket off the launch pad.

* Because the nozzle is fixed, conventional steering through nozzle gimballing is not feasible.

Secondary Injection Thrust Vector Control (SITVC)

» Secondary Injection Thrust Vector Control (SITVC) is the technique used by PSLV to control
direction during the first stage burn.

* Instead of moving the nozzle, a chemical solution is injected into the exhaust flow of the rocket.

* This injection is done asymmetrically, meaning on one side of the exhaust stream.
Role of Strontium Perchlorate

e Strontium perchlorate is a highly energetic oxidising chemical compound.
e ltis stored onboard PSLV in liquid form specifically for SITVC operations.

® The compound is chemically stable in storage but reacts rapidly at high temperatures.

Why Strontium Perchlorate Is Used

» Works efficiently in the extreme temperature and pressure conditions of solid rocket exhaust.
* Produces a fast and strong control response, essential during lift-off.

* Allows steering without moving heavy mechanical parts.

« Improves reliability and simplicity of the first-stage control system.

PSLV-C37 Record and Its Surpassing by SpaceX’s Transporter-1 Mission

* In February 2017, ISRO’s PSLV-C37 mission set a world record by launching 104 satellites in a
single flight.

» The launch was conducted from Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota.

« Of the 104 satellites carried,

* 1 satellite was India’s Cartosat-2 series Earth observation satellite.

» 103 satellites were foreign nanosatellites belonging to multiple countries.

« All satellites were placed into Sun-Synchronous Polar Orbit with very high precision.
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Transporter-1 Mission

» The PSLV-C37 record was broken by SpaceX’s Transporter-1 mission.

* Transporter-1 was launched in January 2021 using a Falcon 9 rocket.

» The mission successfully deployed 143 satellites in a single launch.

*» This became the highest number of satellites ever launched on one rocket flight at that time.

POEM in PSLV Missions

« Traditionally, after completing its role, the fourth stage of PSLV (PS4) was left in orbit as space
debris.

» To address concerns related to space sustainability and to maximise mission utility, ISRO
repurposed PS4 as a functional orbital platform.

* This innovative platform is known as POEM.

* POEM stands for: PSLV Orbital Experiment Module.

* POEM is a stabilised orbital platform created by converting the spent PS4 stage of PSLV into a
space laboratory.

* Instead of discarding PS4, ISRO uses it to host scientific and technological experiments in orbit.

* POEM operates after satellite deployment, without affecting the primary mission objectives.

* PS4 already reaches a stable Low Earth Orbit (LEO) during normal PSLV missions.

* It has residual power, propulsion capability, and structural integrity suitable for orbital
experiments.

* Repurposing PS4 avoids the need for a dedicated experimental satellite, significantly reducing
cost and launch mass.

Maraging Steel and the PSLYV First Stage Solid Motor

* The first stage of the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) is a large solid rocket motor that
operates under extremely high internal pressure and thermal stress during lift-off.

* To safely contain these forces, the motor casing must be made from a material with exceptional
strength, toughness, and reliability.

» Maraging steel is a class of ultra-high-strength steel alloys.

* The term “maraging” comes from martensite aging, a heat-treatment process.

« Unlike conventional steels, maraging steels have very low carbon content.

* Their strength comes from precipitation hardening using alloying elements such as nickel,
cobalt, molybdenum, and titanium.

* Provides very high yield and tensile strength, crucial for rocket motor casings.

» Exhibits excellent fracture toughness, reducing the risk of catastrophic failure.

* Has good weldability, which is essential for manufacturing large cylindrical structures.
» Shows minimal distortion during heat treatment, ensuring dimensional accuracy.

* Maintains structural integrity under rapid temperature and pressure changes.
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Soft matter: the unusual yet persistent
physics inside your bathroom cabinet

Every morning, as you use either your toothpaste or shampoo, vou engage with soft matter, materials that flow like liquids under force but hold their

shape at rest. This fascinating behaviour challenges our understanding of material properties

Indresh Yadav

very morning, you perform a
small physics activity without
realising it. You squeeze

toothpaste out of a tube. You
apply a force and the paste flows out like a
liquid. When you stop squeezing, the
toothpaste stays on the brush, holding its
shape against gravity. It doesn’t drip,
spread or collapse into a puddle.
This simple act confronts us with a

+ fundamental question in physics: how do

materials respond to forces and what
makes something like toothpaste flow
when pushed yet remain solid when left
alone?

Solid or liquid?

In school, materials are neatly divided
into solids and liquids. Solids resist
deformation and maintain their shape
whereas liquids flow under even the
slightest force. But toothpaste, shampoo,
gels, and creams do neither in the usual
way. They belong to a broad class of
materials that modern physics calls
soft-matter materials: they can behave
like solids or flow like liquids depending
on the forces applied and the timescales
involved.

‘What makes soft materials different lies
in their internal structure. Their basic
building blocks are far larger than atoms
or simple molecules, yet far too small to
see with the naked eye. In personal care
products, these building blocks can be
small droplets, microscopic clusters or
long and flexible macromolecules
suspended in a fluid. Because they are
relatively large, even gentle actions like
squeezing a tube, shaking a bottle or
spreading with a brush or finger, can
rearrange them.

Equally important are the forces
holding these structures together. In hard
solids, atoms are bound by strong
interactions that lock them in place. In
ordinary liquids, the interactions are
weaker, allowing molecules to move
freely. But the molecules themselves are
small and their own structure doesn’t
change under gentle forces. In soft
materials, on the other hand, the forces
between the building blocks are weak and
easily disrupted. This makes their internal
structure fragile but also highly
adaptable. As a result, how soft materials
behave depends not only on how strongly
they are pushed but also on how quickly.
The same force applied in different ways
can produce very different outcomes. A
slow, gentle stress may leave the internal
structure largely intact while a rapid or
sudden stress can rearrange it completely,
allowing the material to flow.

This sensitivity to both force and time
is a defining feature of soft matter.
Squeeze a tube of toothpaste slowly and it
may barely budge. But squeeze it
suddenly and it flows out with ease. Shake
a bottle of shampoo and it will pour out
freely, but handle it gently and it will feel
thick and resistant. In each case, the same
material responds differently depending
on the rate at which it is forced to move.
In fact many shampoos contain long and
flexible worm-like molecules dispersed in
a liquid. At rest, these molecules are
tangled together, forming a loose internal
network that gives the shampoo its
thickness. When you shake the bottle or
pour it out, the molecules are stretched
and become aligned with each other,
which makes it easier for them to slide
past one another.

Under the influence of this motion, the
network - the connections between

molecules — continually breaks and
reforms. The worm-like micelles can for a
brief period break into shorter segments
and then reconnect, reducing the
resistance to flowing. Thus the shampoo
becomes more runny. Once the molecules
stop moving past each other, they slowly
coil back and become entangled with
each other once more. This way the
network is restored and the shampoo
becomes thicker again.

Toothpaste behaves in a similar way,
with microscopic structures that are
rearranged under pressure and which
reassemble when the force is removed.
This behaviour is remarkable because the
microscopic building blocks are
constantly being reorganised, breaking
apart, reconnecting, and reshaping
themselves in a reversible way. This
repeat making and unmaking allows soft
materials to adapt smoothly to external
forces.

In the end, what we usually call solids
and liquids seems to depend on how a
material responds to force over time. On
very short time scales, even a liquid can
resist deformation like a solid while a
solid can slowly flow if enough force is
applied or enough time is allowed.

The pitch drop experiment

At the University of Queensland in
Brisbane, Australia, scientists have been
conducting an experiment since 1927,
known as the pitch drop experiment, to
test the viscosity of pitch, or bitumen,
which is a substance derived from tar. At
room temperature, pitch seems like a
normal solid and can be shattered with a
hammer. But according to scientists, pitch
is really a liquid with extremely high
viscosity — around 200-billion-times that
of water.

To demonstrate this, a physics
professor named Thomas Parnell heated
pitch and poured it into a sealed glass
funnel in 1927. After leaving it undisturbed
for three years so it could cool and
stabilise, he removed a seal from the
bottom of the container, allowing the
pitch to drip under gravity. In the last
almost 100 years, only nine drops have
fallen, with the ninth drop in April 2014.
Even though this is excruciatingly slow,
the fact that it’s dropping at all shows that
pitch is in fact a liquid. The next drop is
expected by 2030. Similar experiments
are underway in Ireland, Scotland, and
Wales.

Physicists study this force and
time-dependent behaviour in a field
called rheology, which examines how
materials deform and flow under applied
stress. The roots of this study go back to
the ancient Greek philosopher Heraclitus,
who captured it in the aphorism “panta
rhei”, meaning “everything flows”. In soft
matter, this metaphor for continuous
change, which is in fact a feature inherent
to all matter, becomes tangible at the
timescales and force levels we encounter
in everyday life. Beyond their practical
usefulness, soft materials offer insights
into the deeper scientific principles of
motion, force, flow, and change.

The next time you open your bathroom
cabinet, remember you are not just
handling personal care products. You are
handling materials carefully engineered
to balance force and flow, structure, and
softness. In their gentle response to a
squeeze or a shake lies a rich, hidden
chapter of modern physics, playing out
out of sight, every day.

Indresh Yadav is an assistant professor
in the Department of Physics at
IT-Bhubaneswar.

Soft matter: the unusual yet persistent physics inside your bathroom cabinet
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e Every morning, you perform a small physics activity without realising it.
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e You squeeze toothpaste out_of a tube.
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e You apply a force and the paste flows out like a liquid.
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o When you stop squeezing, the toothpaste stays on the brush, holding its shape against

gravity.
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e |t doesn’t drip, spread or collapse into a puddle.
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e This simple act confronts us with a fundamental
question in physics: how do materials respond to forces
and what makes something like toothpaste flow when
pushed yet remain solid when left alone?
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Solid or liquid?
3 AT 5a?

e In school, materials are neatly divided into solids and liquids.
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e Solids resist deformation and maintain their shape whereas liquids flow under even the
slightest force.
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e But toothpaste, shampoo, gels, and creams do neither in the usual way.
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e They belong to a broad class of materials that modern physics calls soft-matter materials:
they can behave like solids or flow like liquids depending on the forces applied and the
timescales involved.
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o What makes soft materials different lies in their internal structure.
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e Their basic building blocks are far larger than atoms or simple molecules, yet far too small
to see with the naked eye. ]
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e |n personal care products, these building blocks can be small droplets, microscopic
clusters or long and flexible macromolecules suspended in a fluid.
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o Because they are relatively large, even gentle actions like squeezing a tube, shaking a
bottle or spreading with a brush or finger, can rearrange them.

Fiifeh T SfUapd S8 TId 3, THIY gF GaTT, Fad fearT a1 521 a1 it & Trar ot
goo! it ot 32 qrafafRd #R gt B
e Equally important are the forces holding these structures together.
S TR BT T 1Y @A ard g+t I € Feayof gia B
¢ In hard solids, atoms are bound by strong interactions that lock them in place.
HOR B! H TRA] Horgd Sfa:forarsii gR1 Y 81d §, 9l 3 S+ oTg fRR 39 5|
e |In ordrn;%qumds the interactions are weaker, allowing molecules to move freely.
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e But the molecules themselves are small and their own structure doesn’t change under gentle
forces.
QAfe 310] W BIC Bl & IR T Il & dgd 390! WA o] ggard|

¢ In soft materials, on the other hand, the forces between the building blocks are weak and
easily disrupted.
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|
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e This makes their internal structure fragile but also highly adaptable.
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e As aresult, how soft materials behave depends not only on how strongly they are pushed
but also on how quickly.
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o The same force applied in different ways can produce very different outcomes.
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o A sslow, gentle stress may leave the internal structure largely intact while a rapid or sudden
stress can rearrange it completely, allowing the material to flow.
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e This sensitivity to both force and time is a defining feature of soft matter.
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e Squeeze a tube of toothpaste slowly and it may barely budge.
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e But squeeze it suddenly and it flows out with ease.
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e Shake a bottle of shampoo and it will pour out freely, but handle it gently and it will feel thick
and resistant.

aﬁt&?aﬁaﬁ%ﬁma@&mﬁw%wmﬁﬁmma@waﬁ?mw
|

e In each case, the same material responds differently depending on the rate at which it is
forced to move.
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¢ In fact many shampoos contain long and flexible worm-like molecules dispersed in a
liquid.
IRAd ¥, F3 Y H e 3R a1 A 3 Uh wa § B §id 7

e Atrest, these molecules are tangled together, forming a loose internal network that gives
the shampoo its thickness.
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e When you shake the bottle or pour it out, the molecules are stretched and become aligned
with each other, which makes it easier for them to slide past one another.

e 31T e feard & a1 g STaa 7, dl 3] T2 91d & 3R Uh-g¥R & 1 FHTHIR gl S
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e Under the influence of this motion, the network — the connections between molecules —
continually breaks and reforms.
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e The worm-like micelles can for a brief period break into shorter segments and then
reconnect, reducing the resistance to flowing.
P I AT YIS JHT & forT B Wl H 2 Jobd ¢ 3R R S Jovd €, N sg &1
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e Thus the shampoo becomes more runny.
39 UHR A e el g1 ol |

e Once the molecules stop moving past each other, they slowly coil back and become
entangled with each other once more.

ggmw@%$wﬁwﬁméﬁi @ 3 fR-eR bR | Faelt a1 & 3R : A
I
e This way the network is restored and the shampoo becomes thicker again.
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Toothpaste behaves in a similar way
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Toothpaste behaves in a similar way, with microscopic structures that are rearranged under
pressure and which reassemble when the force is removed.

cUtRe i 3l RT HAeR Rl ¢, o e wead qard # GofdfRd 81 Wikl € ok aa
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This behaviour is remarkable because the microscopic building blocks are constantly being
reorganised, breaking apart, reconnecting, and reshaping themselves in a reversible
way.
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This repeat making and unmaking allows soft materials to adapt smoothly to external
forces.
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H

In the end, what we usually call solids and liquids seems to depend on how a material
re;sponds tp force over time. . .
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On very short time scales, even a liquid can resist deformation like a solid while a solid can
slowly flow if enough force is applied or enough time is allowed.
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PM unveils ¥6,957-cr. elevated corridor project in Kaziranga
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Microscopic crustacean from Kavaratti established as a new genus and
species
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PM unveils X6,957-cr. elevated
corridor project in Kaziranga

Modi flags off two Amrit Bharat trains from poll-bound Assam; cites recent election results to claim the BJP has become the

first choice of people in the country; PM accuses Congress of aiding encroachment by infiltrators, and neglecting Kaziranga

Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

rime Minister Na-
Prendra Modi on
Sunday cited the

outcome of the Bihar As-
sembly election and the
Mumbai civic polls to claim
that the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has become the
first choice of the people in
the country.

After laying the founda-
tion stone for the ¥6,957
crore Kaziranga elevated
corridor and virtually flag-
ging off two Amrit Bharat
trains from poll-bound As-
sam’s Kaliabor, he also said
that the Congress had lost
the trust of the nation.

The 86-km Kaziranga
Elevated Corridor is a four-
lane National Highway pro-
ject, which includes 35 km
of an elevated road passing
through the Kaziranga Na-
tional Park. “The elevated
wildlife corridor will en-
sure uninterrupted move-

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inspects the model of the proposed
Kaziranga elevated corridor in Kaliabor, Assam, on Sunday. ANl

ment of animals and re-
duce human-wildlife
conflict. It will also en-
hance road safety, reduce
travel time and accident
rates,” an official statement
said.

Mr. Modi also praised
the Himanta Biswa Sarma-
led Assam government for
stopping rhinoceros
poaching in Kaziranga , the
“soul of Assam” and a
“priceless jewel of the

country” that he accused
the Congress of neglecting.

The Prime Minister also
accused the Congress of
handing over Assam’s land
to infiltrators and helping
them encroach on large
swathes of land and lauded
the government for tack-
ling infiltration and freeing
forests and historical and
cultural sites from
encroachment.

The Prime Minister said

‘Syndicate tax’
hurting Bengal’s
development: PM

KOLKATA

Accusing the Trinamool
Congress government of
imposing a ‘syndicate tax’ on
development in West Bengal,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday said investments
would not come to the State as
long as the party remained in
power. » PAGE 4

that election results across
States — including in Kera-
la’s capital Thiruvanan-
thapuram, where the BJP
secured the Mayor’s post
for the first time — reflect-
ed a consistent national
trend. “The voters today
want good governance and
development. That is why
they like the BJP,” he said.

Mumbai’s faith in BJP
The country has shown a

PM unveils ¥6,957-cr. elevated corridor project in Kaziranga
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growing faith and trust in
the BJP in recent months,
Mr. Modi said. “In the Bi-
har election, even after 20
years, people helped the
BJP win a record number
of seats. The results of the
Maharashtra ~ Municipal
Corporation election were
announced two days ago.
For the first time, Mumbai
gave the BJP a record man-
date. People allowed the
BJP to serve them in most
other cities of Maharash-
tra,” he said.

“The results have also
shown that the voters are
repeatedly rejecting the
negative politics of Con-
gress,” he added. He as-
serted that the Congress
has lost the country’s trust
due to its lack of a develop-
ment agenda. “Congress
took the fourth or fifth spot
in Mumbai, where it was
born. It has shrunk signifi-
cantly in Maharashtra,
which it ruled for years,”
Mr. Modi pointed out.

PM Modi flags off two Amrit Bharat trains from poll-bound Assam; cites recent election results
The 86-km Kaziranga Elevated Corridor is a four-lane National Highway project, which
includes 35 km of an elevated road passing through the Kazwanga National Park.
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“The elevated wildlife corridor will ensure uninterrupted movement of animals and reduce

human-wildlife conflict. It will also enhance road safety, reduce travel time and accident
rates,” an official statement said.
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Microscopic crustacean from Kavaratti
established as a new genus and species

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

A tiny crustacean disco-
vered from the Kavaratti la-
goon on the Lakshadweep
islands has now been esta-
blished as a new genus and
a new species. The organ-
ism, which belongs to the
family Laophontidae with-
in the Copepoda class, is so
minuscule that it can be

properly studied only with
a microscope.
The crustacean has

been named Indiaphonte
bijoyi, with the generic
name Indiaphonte honour-
ing India and the species
name bijoyi named after S.
Bijoy Nandan, dean, Facul-
ty of Marine Sciences, Co-

Indiaphonte bijoyi play a key
role in maintaining health of
aquatic ecosystems.

chin University of Science
and Technology (Cusat)
and a former Vice-Chancel-
lor of Kannur University.
The new organism has
been scientifically de-

scribed by Neelima Vasu
K., a researcher in the De-
partment of Marine Biolo-
gy at Cusat, in collabora-
tion with Samuel E.
Gomez-Noguera, a cope-
pod taxonomist and Pro-
fessor at UNAM University,
Mexico. The discovery has
been highlighted in a pap-
er in the journal Zootaxa.
The newly described
species has a semi-cylindri-
cal, depressed body that is
wider in the middle and ta-
pering towards the poste-
rior. It also has antennae-
like appendages at the
front. Females are slightly
larger than males with a
body length ranging from
518 to 772 micrometres.
Organisms such as In-

diaphonte bijoyi are essen-
tially Meiofauna, tiny inver-
tebrate animals less than 1
millimetre in size living in
sediments in aquatic envi-
ronments. With 350 spe-
cies across 77 genera, the
family Laophontidae is
among the most diverse
within the order Harpacti-
coida. Though microscopic
in size, they play a vital role
in maintaining the health
of marine and freshwater
ecosystems.

The genus Indiaphonte
is considered new because
it exhibits a unique combi-
nation of morphological
traits that do not match
any previously recorded
genus within the Laophon-
tidae family.

Microscopic crustacean from Kavaratti established as a new genus and
species

Fawl A YT J&A P RAT S 74971 927 3R Usifa & w=u & wytfe faar war

A tiny crustacean discovered from the Kavaratti lagoon on the Lakshadweep islands has
now been established as a new genus and a new species.
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The organism, which belongs to the family Laophontidae within the Copepoda class, is so
minuscule that it can be properly studled only with a microscope.
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The crustacean has been named Indiaphonte bijoyi, with the generic name Indiaphonte
honouring India and the species name bijoyi named after S. Bijoy Nandan, dean, Faculty
of Marine Sciences, Cochin University of Science and Technology (Cusat) and a former
Vice-Chancellor of Kannur University.
Y PR HT A9 Indiaphonte bijoyi YT 74T % forod 9= Indiaphonte HRd & T
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The new organism has been scientifically described by Neelima Vasu K., a researcher in the
Department of Marine Biology at Cusat, in collaboration with Samuel E. Gomez-Noguera,
a copepod taxonomist and Professor at UNAM University, Mexico.
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The discovery has been highlighted in a paper in the journal Zootaxa.
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The newly described species has a semi-cylindrical, depressed body that is wider in the
middle and tapering towards the posterior.
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e |t also has antenna-like appendages at the front.
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o Females are slightly larger than males W|th a body length ranging from 518 to 772
micrometres.
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e Organisms such as Indiaphonte bijoyi are essentially Meiofauna, tiny invertebrate animals
less than 1 millimetre in size living in sediments in aquatic environments.
Indiaphonte bijoyi 51 Sild Ja &0 § w1 8, 5t 1 feihfier T 81 ge sasd! sig
B © 3R ST gaiaR0l § dase A ed 5

o With 350 species across 77 genera, the family Laophontidae is among the most diverse
within the order Harpacticoida.
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e Though microscopic in size, they play a vital role in maintaining the health of marine and
freshwater ecosystems.
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e The genus Indiaphonte is considered new because it exhibits a unique combination of
morphological traits that do not match any previously recorded genus within the
Laophontidae family.

Indiaphonte T & =701 T 7T § Fifor 3TN SMTPTAD ALV BT U ST |aIo Ur
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Crustacean

* Crustaceans are a large and diverse group of arthropods belonging to the subphylum
Crustacea

* They are mostly aquatic, found in marine, freshwater, and brackish environments,
with a few terrestrial forms

» Common examples include crabs, shrimps, prawns, lobsters, barnacles, and
copepods
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1. | Kalash theft to Red Fort blast, how Delhi Police is leveraging NATGRID
for investigations
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Kalash theft to Red Fort blast,
how Delhi Police is leveraging
NATGRID for investigations

NEW DELHI

Amid a push by the Minis-
try of Home Affairs to all
police departments in the
country to actively use the
National Intelligence Grid
(NATGRID), primarily in-
tended as a counterterro-
rism tool, a senior Delhi
Police officer said the intel-
ligence-sharing  platform
has proved instrumental in
dismantling organised
crime networks.

“Earlier, getting informa-
tion about a suspect in-
volved seeking permissions
and sending requests to
several agencies. Now, with
NATGRID, information
gathering has become
much easier as all data are
available on one platform,”
the officer told The Hindu.

The master database of
NATGRID, conceived after
the 2008 Mumbai terror at-
tacks, contains information
from at least 21 organisa-
tions. It stores information
on tax records, bank ac-
counts, financial transac-
tions, immigration, vehicle
ownership, toll payments,
and train and flight book-
ings, among others. It also

NATGRID has aided the police not just in investigating high-profile
cases but also in their routine probes, an officer said. FILE PHOTO

provides single-window ac-
cess to FIRs registered at
police stations across the
country.

The officer said not all
law enforcement agencies
have fully adopted the in-
formation-sharing princi-
ple underpinning the plat-
form, citing the November
10, 2025 Red Fort terror in-
cident, which claimed the
lives of 15 people. Details
about Umar-un-Nabi, who
was killed while driving the
explosives-laden vehicle,
were not uploaded to the
platform by the police de-
partments of two States, he
said.

“There were no data on
Nabi or his vehicle on the
portal despite the push for
inter-State intelligence
sharing,” he noted. Howev-

er, the officer added that
Delhi Police, which was
probing the case before it
was handed over to the Na-
tional Investigation Agency,
was able to learn a lot about
the other accused through
NATGRID, which helped
identify the suspects’ hide-
outs and movements.

Checks and balances
NATGRID has aided the Del-
hi police not just in investi-
gating high-profile cases
but also in their routine in-
vestigations, the officer
said. “When a gold kalash
(urn) was stolen during a
Jain ceremony near Red
Fort, we matched the CCTV
image of the suspect with
the photo on his passport
available on NATGRID,” the
officer explained.

Kalash theft to Red Fort blast, how Delhi Police is leveraging NATGRID for
investigations
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¢ Amid a push by the Ministry of Home Affairs to all police departments in the country to
actively use the National Intelligence Grid (NATGRID), primarily intended as a
counterterrorism tool, a senior Delhi Police officer said the intelligence-sharing platform has
proved instrumental in dismantling organised crime networks.
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“Earlier, getting information about a suspect involved seeking permissions and sending

requests to several agencies. Now, with NATGRID, information gathering has become much
easier as all data are available on one platform,” the officer told The Hindu.

BT A g fég T weT, “ugd forll Wiew & IR & SHeRI um & o orufa A=t usd off ok
% TSIRM! BT SRY Woi TSd 1 31 NATGRID & T1Y SFHRT G BB MM 8 11 8
Fifes Tt SeTuw g i W IuaH g I”

The master database of NATGRID, conceived after the 2008 Mumbai terror attacks,
contains information from at least 21 organisations.
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It stores information on tax records, bank accounts, financial transactions, immigration,
vehicle ownership, toll payments, and train and flight bookings, among others.
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It also provides single-window access to FIRs registered at police stations across the country.
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Checks and balances
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NATGRID has aided the Delhi Police not just in investigating high-profile cases but also in
their routine investigations, the officer said.
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“When a gold kalash (urn) was stolen during a Jain ceremony near Red Fort, we matched

the CCTV image of the suspect with the photo on his passport available on NATGRID,” the
officer explained.
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